


EDITOR’S COLUMN
Here we are at the end of another year. Given that the past year has seen a restriction on our 
activities I am pleased to say that I have been able to produce this magazine. Thanks go to 
those who have submitted articles and photos, without these there would be no magazine. 
A special word of thanks goes to Terry Aston for the front cover. I wish you all a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Michael McKay 

Whilst the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club limited takes every care as to the accuracy of materials printed in this magazine, 
it cannot accept any liability in respect of the same. Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of 
the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club Limited.
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OLD VEHICLE CLUB

BANBRIDGE
Hi everyone.

So, as our 2021 “season” I’ll use that word 

lightly !! draws to a close, as chairman I 

unfortunately don’t have much to report 

as due to the ongoing Covid situation, we 

haven’t been able to organise much this 

year and at this point I want to personally 

apologise to you all because, as your chairman 

I feel annoyed that I have been unable to do 

virtually anything significant for the club, 

as basically nothing has been happening. 

Hopefully things will improve for my second 

year as chairman. Thankfully we were able 

to salvage something of the season with the 

picnic meets and I would like to thank all 

those who organised these picnic meetings.

The picnic events have proved to be very 

popular, members like the easy going format 

and to that extent, even if things do improve 

for next year, I would still like to keep some 

picnic events within the calendar.

Looking forward, next season will hopefully 

see some sort of normality return with runs, 

events and club meetings resuming, there 

are already guest speakers organised for 

club meetings early 2022. I can assure you 

that both myself and the committee will 

be working hard throughout next season to 

organise club events. I would like to welcome 

Jeff and Nigel Scott onto the committee 

and thank John Neill for stepping up to the 

position of treasurer after the very sad loss 

of Iris Mitchell.  Thanks also to Alf Annesley,  

who has decided to stand down from the 

committee, for all his help over the years, and 

a big thank you to Michael McKay for keeping 

a great magazine going inspite of the lack of 

new content this past year.

As Christmas fast approaches,  we have two 

to look forward to the Christmas run, details 

of which are in the magazine.

Can I take this opportunity to wish you all 

a very merry and safe Christmas, and a very 

Happy New Year.

Thank you all.

Andy Dorman

Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S PAGE
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As the year 2021 is coming to a 

close we can all look back on a 

very trying, but successful year 

in our Club, despite the trials 

and tribulations of covid 19.

We enjoyed some very good 

picnics in various parks, and this 

gave us all the opportunity to 

blow out the fumes in our cars 

and enjoy the beauty of what is 

on our doorstep, along with a bit 

of craic, and most off all good 

fresh air.

As we move forward to 2022, 

lets plan for the future and for 

the good of our Club. I wish 

to take this opportunity to 

thank you all for your help and 

cooperation in 2021 and look 

forward to meeting up with you 

all again in 2022.

Sheila Adair

HONORARY SECRETARY

This is my first report for the Club having taken 

over Treasurer after the very sad death of Mrs Iris 

Mitchell.  As most of you know,  Iris was a lovely 

lady, loyal to the Club and recorded the Finances in 

a meticulous manner.  She is sorely missed and our 

thoughts and prayers are with Dennis.

There is a total of £8487.91 in the Bank as at 30th 

September 2021.  This is over£2000.00  down on 

last year which is largely  due to the suspension 

of Membership Fees due to the pandemic.  There 

was also postage of £470.00 paid in advance and 

£375.00 paid to Action Cancer which was raised by 

Ballot in previous year’s figures.  Our Runs during 

this past year have cost the club very little as 

everyone paid their own way.  There are however 

unavoidable expenses in keeping the Club running 

and the reintroduction of Membership Fees will 

greatly help in this regard. 

John Neill

Banbridge Old Vehicle Club on the road again.

After a very long break  approximately 37 old vehicles and sixty people gathered at Delamont Country 

Park for a big  “catch up “. Everyone made their own way to the park in the late moring and were guided 

to a private area with a beautiful view over Strangford Lough. Everyone brought their own picnic and due 

to the beautiful weather 

we were able to sit 

outside and enjoy our 

food and company. 

Old friendships were 

renewed and we heard a 

lot of laughter.

A great day out and 

special thanks must go 

to Ken and Sheila for 

their time and effort in 

making the day such a 

great success. Here’s to 

the next one !!!

Valerie Neill 
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PICNIC IN THE PARK  JULY 2021

PICNIC IN THE PARK AUGUST 2021

BOVC continued their new theme of a classic car 

meet and picnic in the park in Castlewellan Forest 

Park on 21st July.

The informal catch up with friends and guests was 

great and 22 cars parked up all socially distanced in 

the wonderful setting with the Mournes as a lovely 

back drop.

The cars all looked great in all their summer glory. 

Lockdown seems to have given our cars a new 

lease of life as they were brilliantly presented.

The weather was gentle until after lunch and the 

Mournes decided to return to the normal July 

weather.

However it did not spoil a lovely catch up with 

friends.

Visitors to the park also had an extra bonus as they 

viewed the cars and decided on their favourite one.

Marion McGreevy

Mindful of the pandemic and with precautions still 

in place it was great to be able to be out in our 

classic cars.

Saturday 14th August the weather was kind to us 

as we drove to Delamont Country Park. 24 cars 

assembled in the designated parking area which 

had beautiful views over Strangford Lough.

There was plenty of time to socialize and it was 

lovely to renew acquaintances with friends that we 

hadn’t seen for a long time.

Picnics were enjoyed outside as the sun had 

continued to shine throughout the day.

Wasn’t it a lovely day the day we went to 

Delamont!

Wendy Gregory
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PICNIC IN THE PARK SEPTEMBER 2021

Our venue for the now Picnic in the Park event 

was the Transport Museum at the Folk and 

Transport Museum, Cultra.

Some 29 cars and their occupants assembled in 

the car park at the museum.

 Many of the members who were on the previous 

events attended and we were joined some 

members who had not previously taken part in 

this type of event.

There was a good range of makes of cars on 

display which attracted viewers from the general 

public who were visiting the museum.

Great interest was shown in the older cars which 

brought back memories of childhood days.

The craic was good with members getting up to 

date with happenings during the lockdown.

Quite a few people took the advantage to visit 

the Transport Museum.

The weather held fair for our picnics wit rain 

arriving as we were leaving for home.

A word of thanks goes to Richard and Wendy 

Gregory for organizing this event.

Michael McKay

THE TRANSPORT MUSEUM  18TH SEPTEMBER 2021

      
                                      CHRISTMAS RUN  Monday 27th December 2021 
 
ELIGIBLE VEHICLES   All vehicles but as many Classic Cars as possible 
 
Covid restrictions permitting, we plan to resume our Annual Christmas Run. Meeting at the Belmont Hotel, 
Rathfriland Road, Banbridgeand Road, Banbridge at 11am for Tea/Coffee and scones. 
ROUTE    We will leave at 12 noon for a leisurely drive to Rathfriland, through Hilltown and up to the 
Spelga Dam for a short stop and breath of fresh air. We then continue through the Mourne Mountains and 
down into Annalong  for a sumptuous carvery lunch in the beautiful Harbour Bar Restaurant for our 
Christmas Lunch at 1.30pm 
 
ENTRY FEE  Please book early for catering purposes Adults £22.00 per person  (Childrens meals available 
by request) 
ORGANISERS  Ken McDevitte and Sheila Adair 
CLOSING DATE  Friday 17tht December 2021. 
Please return the completed bottom portion of this entry form with payment made payable to Banbridge Old Vehicle 
Club Ltd.  To: Ken McDevitte,7 Derryvolgie Park, Lambeg Lisburn, BT27 4DA  07846332069 or Sheila Adair, 11 
Victoria Grove, Dollingstown, Bt66 7JJ  07732939974  

 
Cut here -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cut here 
 
              CHRISTMAS RUN Monday 27th December 2021 
 
Please reserve me the following:-  ____ Meals  
MAIN MENU  ( Please indicate numbers against choice) 
Carvery Lunch                                                                                                        No_____ 
Steamed Fillet of Salmon                                                                                       No_____ 
Haddock and Chips                                                                                                No_____ 
 SWEET MENU    
Christmas Plum Pudding & Brandy Sauce                                                             No_____ 
Sticky toffee pudding                                                                                              No_____ 
Pavlova and fresh cream                                                                                        No______                                                                                                             
 
Tea or Coffee 
Name ______________________________Address_____________________ Affiliated Club______ 
 
 Post Code_______   Tele No ____________________ 
 
Make_______________Model_______________Year ___________Reg No__________ 
 
 Entry Fee   ___ Adults@£ 22.00 Total £________Cheques to BOVC 
 
DECLARATION  in consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the above event. I declare that during the whole 
period of the drive my entry will be covered by insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid for an event such as this. I confirm that 
the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. 
I further agree to abide by regulations governing the event, with the directions given by appointed marshals and with the decision of the Organising 
Committee on any matter. 
.SIGNED ___________________Date__________ 
 
ORGANISED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF OLD VEHICLE CLUBS in Northern Ireland LTD 



OLD VEHICLE CLUB

BANBRIDGE

CHRISTMAS RUN

January 25th  Motorsport chat show Kenny McKinstry

February 22nd Ethanol E10 in fuel John Rice

March 29th Banbridge to Newcastle Railway Ciaran Crilly

CLUB MEETINGS

  MONDAY 27TH DECEMBER 2021

CHRISTMAS RUN
The Belmont Hotel, Banbridge is our 

starting point for a leisurely drive 

through the wonderful scenery of the 

Mourne Mountains, finishing at the 

picturesque Harbour Bar  and 

Restaurant in Annalong for our 

afternoon meal.

C O V I D  R E S T R I C T I O N S  P E R M I T T I N G ,  W E  A R E
P L A N N I N G  T O  R E S U M E  O U R  A N N U A L  C H R I S T M A S  R U N .

Further details from Ken McDevitte
on 07846332069

or Sheila Adair on 07732939974

OLD VEHICLE CLUB

BANBRIDGE
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John Rice is our guest speaker for our February meeting.

John has been asked to speak to us on the effect E10 ETHANOL in  petrol can have on classic cars 
fuel tanks, fuel lines, carburettors, hoses, seals, gaskets, etc.

A very important consideration for us all.
Come to BANBRIDGE RUGBY CLUB, ARDERY’S LANE, NEWRY ROAD, BANBRIDGE at 8pm

TUESDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2022

TUESDAY 25TH JANUARY 2022

MOTORSPORT PERSONALLITY CHAT SHOW

Kenny McKinstry is our special guest for our first meeting in 2022.
Competing for the last forty years in all forms of motorsport. 

Kenny has a fund of experience to tell us about. A great evenings entertainment is expected!

Everyone welcome

Come to BANBRIDGE RUGBY CLUB, ARDERY’S LANE,
NEWRY ROAD, BANBRIDGE at 8pm

 TUESDAY 20TH MARCH 2022

THE BANBRIDGE TO NEWCASTLE RAILWAY is the subject of an illustrated talk by Ciaran 
Crilly recalling the days when steam trains carried passengers and goods to and from 

Banbridge through Corbet, Katesbridge, Ballyroney, Ballyward, Leitrim and Castlewelllan to 
Newcastle and back !

Come and enjoy a look into the past on Tuesday 29th March 2022.

At BANBRIDGE RUGBY CLUB, ARDERY’S LANE, NEWRY ROAD, BANBRIDGE

CLUB NIGHTS 2021 / 2022

Parts for Mk2  Cortina 4 door.

Contact Bill on 07720265230
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FOR SALE

Distributor cap for P4 Rover, £ 10,
 Pair of Morris Minor Side /indicator

Lights, £25, 
Overdrive switch for Rover P4, £15,
 Rover P6 sidelight repair kit, £15, 

Starter solenoid for Morris Marina, £10
New front door lock plus two keys for

Morris Marina, £40, 
New reversing lamp for Morris Marina, £20 

Propshaft replacement joint kit, £20,
 Morris Marina Deluxe badge sx2, £15, 
Morris Marina badges x 4 used, £30,

 New Morris Marina badge, £15,
 New Rover P6 side light lens, clear, £.25, 

Contact Michael on 07815435102

Triumph Herald fuel pump,
brand new, £20 ono. 

Rover P6 2000 Temperature transmitter 
£20 ono

Contact Michael on 07815435102

Two fibre glass rear wings for Rover P6 
---£60 ono

 OriginalWorkshop manual for Rover P6 
---£45 ono

Set of front brake pads for Rover P6 ---  
£35 ono

1 litre Rover camouflage green paint 
(BS626) Belfleet 280 in 2pack ---£25 ono

Further details from Michael on 
07815435102

Wall plaques £16.50

Millers Oil at very keen price  
Millers 250ml VSP+ Power Plus
Treats 40l Petrol

Phone Reg Bell on 028 9756 1079 or 
07880 636661

CLUB CLOTHING
We now have a range of clothing in Navy 

Blue with the Club Badge.

Polo Shirts  £15

Sweatshirts £15.00

Regatta Fleece  £25.00

Regatta Waterproof Jackets,
fleece lined & built in hood.  £40.00

Grey Short Sleeved Shirt
with Breast pocket & Club Badge.  £20.00

Regatta Body Warmers soft
shell type (M&F) £30.00

All BOVC clothing available in other
colours on request.

New Car Badge £20

These are obtainable from Richard Grego-
ry who can be contacted on 02890843034 

or 07767882121
or at r.gregory243@btinternet.com

NORTHERN IRELAND CAR

1974 Austin allegro Mk1 1300 Super. Orange, 
Blue Leather Upholstery, undersealed. MoT’d 
till February 2022, Tax Free. Look  only 5075 

miles. Immaculate condition throughout.

Price £5500
Phone Harold on 07821538969 

CLUB SHOP - FOR SALE
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NEWCASTLE CLASSIC AND
SPORTS CAR SHOW PRESS RELEASE

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

It is with great regret that we have decided NOT 

to run the January indoor Classic Car Show in the 

Slieve Donard Hotel Newcastle Co. Down.

Our date would have been the last weekend 

in January 2022 and we the organisers are as 

disappointed as many of you the enthusiasts are. 

However due to the ongoing Covid Pandemic and 

the very nature of our spectators attending in high 

numbers over the 3 days, we decided it would not 

be possible to limit the numbers inside and have 

some spectators waiting outside.

This would not be good practice for any indoor 

show and would become a very difficult plan to 

implement. So please be patient for yet another 

year and we all hope that January 2023 will allow 

us to stage a classic vehicle show to remember.

May I on the behalf of Martin Cromwell and the 

team, thank you for all your support in the past 

and most of all on the behalf of Cancer Research.

You the enthusiasts and exhibitors make the show 

worthwhile and successful, without your support 

and attendance the show would not have lasted 

26 years.

Bill Forsythe

Show co-ordinator.

2020 and 21 have been difficult 

years for our club and others 

too. No indoor meetings 

permitted, social distancing, 

sanitising, face coverings, track 

and trace,etc,etc.

As a result our committee 

came up with a solution to 

keep members and friends in 

touch with each other during 

the summer a “Picnic in the 

Park”. Delamont Country Park 

near Killyleagh was the venue 

chosen for our June outing with 

wonderful views of Strangford 

Lough . Castlewellan Forest Park 

in July was followed by a second 

visit to Delamont Park in 

August. The Transport Museum 

at Cultra in September, with 

plenty to satisfy train and 

transport entheusiasts was 

followed in October with a 

visit to Tullymore Forest Park 

near Newcastle. Good weather 

with plenty of sunshine was 

the order of the day for all our 

picnics.

Some twenty cars at one venue 

with nearly forty at another and 

up to eighty people attending 

these leisurely events proved 

popular and gave us all a chance 

to meet up again, socialise and 

enjoy the craic.

Hopefully next year we will be 

able to enjoy more of the same 

as well as our summer car runs.

Ken McDevitte
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Newtownhamilton, Newry, etc. 

Motorcycles and motorsport 

became his passion. His first 

Hillclimb was in a VW Beetle 

and then he took up rallying, 

competing in an Escort 1300 

GT in his first Circuit of Ireland 

when he won First in Class and 

Team Prize, followed by Donegal, 

Scottish and Galway rallies. An 

Avenger Group 1 came next and 

continued until his retirement 

after great enjoyment and 

plenty of success. In 1978 Billy 

got interested in Classic Cars 

when he bought a Ford Model 

8Y and has owned over 400 

cars of all types. He says “ it’s 

an indication “! Billy’s love of 

motorcycles takes him to all 

the major road races such as 

the Isle of Man TT, Ulster GP, 

North-West 200, Cookstown, 

Tandragee etc. and many races 

throughout Ireland. At 80 years 

of age and married to Millicent 

for over 50, his interest in all 

things mechanical especially 

with two, three or four wheels 

remains as keen as ever.

2016 – JOHN LYONS began 

his motorsport career in 1966 

when he entered a Morris Minor 

Pickup in an Autocross. This was 

followed by a Wolsley Hornet 

for Autotests in 1969 and later 

a Cooper ‘S’.  In 1974 he won all 

three British, Irish, and Northern 

Ireland championships, 

achieving the NI Motorsport 

Personality of the Year. John’s 

first rally was the 1976 Circuit 

of Ireland finishing tenth overall 

in a BMW 2002. Other cars 

followed including a Triumph PI, 

Datsun, Peugeot, Lancia, Opel 

Cadet, RS 2000 etc., . He won 

the Donegal Rally twice and had 

many other successes including 

the Manx, Ulster, Circuit of 

Ireland, and Cork. John said 

the car he loved best was the 

Peugeot 205 GTi. 

John’s son Robin was present 

and told us of his progress 

in autotesting, currently 

leading the NI Championship, 

and second in the Irish 

Championship. Robin is also a 

member of the TV Top Gear 

driving team doing all the stunts 

etc., along with the Jeremy 

Clarkson crew.

2017 – ROBIN EYRE-

MAUNSELL followed his 

famous father Charles into 

rallying in 1976 in Hillman 

Imps. He famously quoted 

“I started 12 rallies that year 

and retired 13 times – mostly 

crashes ! “. Becoming a works 

driver and moving to Avengers,  

Robin won the British Group 1 

championship in 1976 ahead 

of Jimmy McRae. Next came 

the BRM Avenger (later sold 

to Robin Lyons) followed by a 

Talbot Sunbeam and Sunbeam 

Lotus up to his retirement from 

rallying in 1982.

However in 1988 Historic rallies 

with co-driver Peter Scott took 

his fancy driving a Sunbeam 

Alpine, Rapier, Tiger and others, 

followed in 2006 by circuit 

racing in Alfa Romeo’s. For three 

years from 2012 Robin has 

driven the ex-Russell Brookes 

Lotus Sunbeam and RS 2000 

at the Goodwood Festival Rally 

stage, and he’s still competing 

after 50 years.

Since 2007 a feature of our 

Winter programme has been 

our Motorsport Personality Chat 

Shows. In this issue we continue 

our recollections of those 

memorable nights.

2013 – DEREK BOYD got 

hooked on motorsport at the 

age of 6 when watching motor 

racing at Dundrod in 1950. His 

first rally in 1961 was in a VW 

Beetle, then 1963 Circuit of 

Ireland, followed by the Scottish, 

finishing in 8th place in both. 

Through the 1960’s rallies, races, 

autotests and hillclimbs in a 

Mini, VW Beetle, Ford Cortinas, 

and in 1969 and 70 racing a 

Crossle Formula Ford 16F he 

won titles at Bishopscourt and 

at hillcliimbs. He later raced and 

rallied an R.E. Hamilton Mexico 

and Twincam to second place 

in the Donegal Rally. At the 

same time he was Competition 

Secretary in the Larne Motor 

Club for the Texaco Rally etc. 

Derek then set up the Rallycross 

track at Boyd’s Quarry which was 

popular for several years. On the 

Ulster Rally in 1977 he was first 

overall in a Porsche Carrera 2.7 

RS and had other good results. 

From 76 to 81 he rallied other 

cars including a works Triumph 

TR7 V8, Sunbeam Lotus, Avenger, 

Peugeot 205 GTi, Mazda RX7 

4WD, EVO9, and WRC Subaru. 

Eventually Derek retired to the 

Isle of Man and became a trustee 

in the Manx Motorsport Youth 

Trust encouraging Under 25 year 

olds. Now he rallies a Porsche 

911 in the British Historic Rally 

Championship successfully, and 

with over 50 years competition 

behind him is still rallying at the 

age of 70.

2015- CAHAL  CURLEY was 

best known for winning the 

1974 Circuit of Ireland Rally in 

a Porsche Carrera 911 2.7RS 

Lightweight. Living in the early 

60’s in Irvinestown Cahal 

began rallying in a VW, then 

moved to an Anglia, Cortina 

GT, Lotus Cortina, Escort TC, 

BMW Lightweight, Porsche 911 

RS, 911 RS Lightweight, Lancia 

Stratos, and BDA Escort. His long 

career in rallying all over Ireland 

and the Isle of Man brought him 

success in all the major events 

throughout the country assisted 

by his long-suffering co-driver 

Austin Frazer and excellent 

service crew. Cahal regaled us 

with his humorous stories of his 

time with the Chequered Flag 

team driving the Ferrari-engined 

Lancia Stratos and the Porsche 

Carrera 3.0 RS. Although a part-

time driver, Curley was more 

than a match for professionals 

like Ari Vatanen, Russell Brookes, 

Tony Pond and Roger Clarke, 

leaving everyone in his wake 

to win the Circuit of Ireland in 

1974, the Cork Rally in 75, and 

the Ulster International in 76. 

He also won the Donegal Rally 

twice, the Manx, and many 

others.

2015 – BILLY FERGUSON 

the father figure of our BOVC 

recalled the early days of our 

club, holding many offices 

such as Treasurer, Chairman 

and President etc, and his 

involvement in motorsport. 

Starting with motorcycles 

and then cars, his first car, at 

18 years of age was a 1937 

Austin Seven. Billy joined the 

police and served in Lisnaskea, 

Larne, Castlederg, Forkhill, 

MOTORSPORT  PERSONALITIES
PART  2
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Call our specialist classic 
vehicle insurance team, 

committed to getting you 
the cover you need at a 

great price.

AbbeyAutoline is a trading name of Abbey Insurance Brokers Limited 
who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

223 Moira Road, Lisburn
Tel: 028 9262 1356

Mobile: 07802 361411

•  MOT  • Servicing  •  PSV  •
•  Clutch Fitting  •  Petrol or Diesel  •

0800 1777 880
www.cipinsurance.co.uk

Ballyclare - Belfast - Crumlin

LET US MAKE SURE WE HAVE INSURANCE
COVER ON ALL YOUR VEHICLES

J. G. BULLICK (est. 1928)

MEMBERS N.A.F.D. & B.I.E
& FPT(NI)

QUALIFIED FUNERAL DIRECTORS
CLASSIC WEDDING LIMOUSINES

AND LUXURY COACH HIRE
DISCREET & PERSONAL  SERVICE

RING Ronnie  24/7
RATHFRILAND 028 406 38006 / 30260

BANBRIDGE 028 406 25860
MOBILE 078 36 34 32 04

www.rjgbullick.co.uk

Lithographic, Digital, 
Wide Format Printing

From paper to vinyl

TM
Tony McLaughlin BA Hons Dip PFS

Financial Adviser

14 Netherlands Drive
Belfast BT17 0EU

T/F: 02890 290 187
Mob: 07738 150 065
E: tony@tmfinancialplanning.co.uk
w: www.tmfinancialplanning.co.uk


