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Christmas festivities are gone for another year and 
the dark short cold days our not the classic car 
enthusiasts favourite time.  Most of us have our 
are cars stored away for the Winter and the time  
is usually spent servicing and doing any necessary 
repairs In preparation for the coming summer.

Ronnie Burney’s Pre Christmas run was again well 
organised with a visit to a Community Centre 
where we were entertained with Irish Dancing, a 
local man singing and a story teller.

The Saturday night entertainment in Kee’s Hotel 
was excellent with an outstanding singer and the 
Hotel owner said she would make sure he was 
there next year again if we go back   The sum of 
£400 was raised for Marie Curie.  A big thanks to 
Ronnie for all the hard work he put into arranging 
the weekend. 

Harry and Margaret  Pepper’s Christmas run 
again was well organised and very well supported.  
Unfortunately Harry and Margaret were not 
able to attend as they had succumbed to the 

Winter Flu bug, 
however it was 
so well organised 
that even in their 
absence the whole 
run went smoothly.

Our January Club  
night was one of 
the largest Club 
nights I have had the privilege to chair, with Ken 
McDevitte talking Brian Nelson through his life 
story and Rally days.  Thanks again to Ken for the 
research and hard work he put into this interview.

It was nice to see the past Northern Ireland Road 
Safety Officer, Ronnie Trouton present at the 
meeting.

Looking forward to seeing you all at this coming 
summers events and runs. 

Dennis Mitchell, Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S PAGE

EDITOR’S COLUMN
Here we are at the beginning of another motoring season. In this magazine you will find 
articles from the previous year which I hope you will find interesting.  Also enclosed are entry 
forms for events taking place up to June and details of club activities for the year. I would 
encourage you to support the various events. THE DEADLINE FOR THE SUBMISSION OF 
ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT EDITION OF THE MAGAZINE IS FRIDAY 25TH MAY 2018.

Whilst the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club limited takes every care as to the accuracy of materials printed in this magazine, 
it cannot accept any liability in respect of the same. Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of 
the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club Limited.

club contacts for 2017/2018
 PRESIDENT : Reg Bell 

 VICE PRESIDENT : Richard Gregory

 CHAIRMAN : Dennis Mitchell
3 Magees Road, Ballinderry, Lisburn BT28 2JE  Tel: 028 9265 1132

 SECRETARY : Sheila Adair
11 Victoria Grove, Craigavon BT66 7JJ  Tel: 028 3832 3786  MOB: 07732 939974

 TREASURER : Reg Bell
58 Magherahamlet Road, Spa, Ballynahinch,  BT24 8JZ  Tel: 07880 636661

 VICE CHAIRMAN : David Lauro
8 Hollybrook, Newtownabbey BT36 4ZR

 MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY : Myreve Chambers
102 Glendale Park, Belfast, BT8 6HS  Tel: 028 9070 1806

COMMITTEE
Sheila Adair, Alfred Annesley, Myreve Chambers,

Andy Dornan, Richard Gregory, David Lauro, Ken McDevitte,
Michael McKay, John Miskelly, Iris Mitchell, Dennis Mitchell, John Neill.

AOVC  REPRESENTATIVES
David Lauro, Dennis Mitchell, Reg Bell.

WEBSITE EDITOR
Myreve Chambers, myrevechambers@yahoo.co.uk

MAGAZINE EDITOR
Michael McKay, 16 Hollymount, Erinvale , BT10 0GL

Tel:- 028 90615779  Mob :- 07815435102  Email: classicmichael1@hotmail.co.uk

CLUB MEETS ON LAST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH EXCEPT DECEMBER IN BANBRIDGE 
RUGBY CLUB, ARDERYS LANE, BANBRIDGE

JOHNNY MONTGOMERY
OBITUARY

Johnny, a long standing and well liked member of our club passed away 

on 30th December 2017.

Johnny lived in Kells near Ballymena.  He participated in many of 

our Summer runs in his Rover P5.  He led a cavalcade round the 

Isle of Man T T circuit on our anniversary weekend and gave us an 

interesting talk in our Hotel where we learnt he had been a flag 

Marshall at the IOM TT races for 35 years.  

Jonny was 79 when he passed away and it was very obvious at his Funeral Service he was held in high 

esteem by his family, many of whom paid tribute to him in the service.

Jonny will be missed by the members of the club and we would like to pass on our condolences to his 

wife Mabel and the family circle.

Dennis Mitchell   
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PRE CHRISTMAS WEEKEND AWAY

Members of the club made their 4th annual 

pilgrimage to Kee’s Hotel, Stranolar on the 

weekend of 15th to 17th December, now 

considered by many as the real lead in to the 

Christmas season. Arrangements, as usual were in 

the capable hands of Ronnie Burney, and he didn’t 

disappoint.

Initial response was encouraging with over 

forty interested members and friends showing 

interest in the event. This unfortunately became 

somewhat depleted, due to a combination of 

bereavements, illness and the threat of bad 

weather, which happily did not materialise. In the 

end twenty three members and friends turned 

up for what was in the opinion of many the best 

weekend yet.

Arrivals throughout Friday afternoon received 

the usual warm welcome from Vicki and the 

staff. Unpacking was followed by the almost 

compulsory visit to McIlhenney’s apartment store 

in Ballybofey, for a little retail therapy!. Then it 

was freshen up time for the Champagne reception 

and dinner dance. Food was of the very highest 

order, the music a little loud for the more mature 

amongst us.

Saturday began with a large leisurely breakfast, 

then our leader Ronnie mustered the troops for 

an 11,30am departure along the N15 to Donegal 

Town and the N 16 as far as the village of Inver, to 

the village Leisure Centre, built on an elevated site 

overlooking the water. A lovely modern expansive 

building where entertainment was provided by 

a group of mainly local people, mostly related, 

known to Ronnie( naturally ). The entertainment 

included Irish Dancing, Monologues, Christmas 

Carols and Country Music. Also a huge spread of 

home-baked scones, tray=bakes and apple tart 

with tea or coffee. Best of all was the friendship of 

the people, so eager to talk and to find out where 

we lived, and tell us of the wonderful community 

spirit which exists in that area, 

evident for all to see.

On the return journey time was 

taken by most for a little more 

Retail Therapy in Donegal Town, 

with a further stop at “ BIDDIES” 

renowned hostelry for a Guinness 

or hot punch.

Another perfect meal was served up 

in the Hotel Restaurant on Saturday 

evening, after which Santa Clause, 

the heavily disguised Ronnie Bullick, 

did the rounds, distributing gifts 

liberally, including to those children in the hotel 

lucky enough to have noticed him arriving and 

attracted by his good looks and slim figure.

Sunday was for recovery and confession, attracting 

a good turn out at church services. Then it was 

pack-up time and Sunday lunch, allowing those 

who wished time to travel home in daylight.

ABIDING MEMORIES

(1) The hospitality at Kee’s Hotel,

(2) the generosity of the two Ronnies

(3) the friendship of the Donegal people,

(4) Pride to be associated with such a great club 

as Banbridge Old Vehicle Club.

Billy Ferguson
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CHRISTMAS  RUNMARIE CURIE COLLECTION

CHRISTMAS RUN APOLOGY

At the Pre Christmas Week end away in 2017 Ronnie Burney, as usual, organised a collection for Marie 

Curie Cancer Care which raised the magnificent sum of £400. This charity is very close to Ronnie’s 

heart as it provided excellent care for two members of his immediate family. A cheque for £400 was 

handed over to a representative from the charity by Ronnie’s grand daughters Zara and Savanna Burney 

Keatings from Moira. Well done Ronnie and thanks to those who contributed to this wonderful cause.

On behalf of Margaret and myself I would like to thank all the members and friends who supported 

the Christmas Run. Unfortunately  we were both caught with the BUG, but thought we would be well 

enough to carry on with the event. I took bad again on the morning of the event, Margaret was still 

bad and I had to ring Dennis and Iris to step in at the last minute to rescue the event for us.  We are very 

grateful to them both for helping us out, and that the event was able to go ahead and not disappoint 

anyone. We are very sad and disappointed at not meeting all our friends as we look forward to this 

event all year. Once again  we  apologise for our absence and hope you all had a very enjoyable day and 

enjoyed the food at both Hotels.

With Thanks Margaret and Harry

Around seventy members 

and their friends assembled 

at the Belmont Lodge Hotel, 

Banbridge for tea, coffee 

and scones. Unfortunately 

the organisers, Harry and 

Margaret Pepper, were 

unable to attend due to 

illness however they had 

meticulously organised the 

event. On arrival at the hotel 

entrants were clocked in and 

give the usual box of sweets 

and a calendar. There was the 

usual craic and banter with 

many catching up on the news over Christmas and the past year.

After some announcements by our Chairman we set off in convoy for our next stop at the Spelga Dam 

where the hardy braved the cold wind. On our way here we passed through Atical, Rathfriland and 

Hilltown.  After a short break it was on our way again travelling through the back roads of the Mournes 

until we arrived at the Kilmorey Arms Hotel in Kilkeel for our traditional meal. Once again we were treated 

to a very high standard of food, some opting for the set menu and others  the carvery. Our thanks go 

to the proprietor and staff 

of the Kilmorey Arms 

for the excellent service. 

Once everyone had 

been adequately fed and 

watered it was time to 

head home.

Our thanks go to Harry and 

Margaret for once again 

organising an enjoyable 

event and to Iris, Sheila, 

Denis and Ken for standing 

in at the last minute .

Michael McKay

27TH DECEMBER 2017
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CLUB NIGHTS

Visit to Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park
Once again we will be paying our annual visit to Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park, on the Upper 

Malone Road, but this year in June as access to the park is not available in July. Entry is through the 
lower gate signposted Stables Coffee Shop, turning right up the main drive, ignore the No Entry 

Sign, passing the children’s play area on your left, drive very carefully, making your way to the side 
of Wilmot House where we will park on the adjacent grass area. There will be ample time to stroll 

through the Rose Gardens which should be coming into bloom in time for Rose Week in July. Coffee / 
tea and scones will be served around 8.30pm. You should arrive from 7pm onwards.

Further details from Michael McKay, 16 Hollymount, Finaghy Road South, Belfast, BT10 0GL. 
Tel 07815435102

March Club Night - Tuesday 27th March 2018.
JEWELLERY ASSESSMENTS

Following the success of the previous evening David Lauro has agreed to give us a talk on 
Gemstones and provide valuations on small items of jewellery. This evening is one which should be 
of interest to the wives of members who can have their  valuable jewellery assessed and valued as 

well as clocks and watches can be valued. Do come along and bring your wives for what should be a 
very interesting evening.

Come along to Banbridge Rugby Club, Ardery’s Lane, Newry Road, Banbridge at 8pm.

APRIL CLUB NIGHT - TUESDAY 24TH APRIL 2018

I have arranged a visit to Bannvalley Heritage Centre, 29 Drumnascamp Road, Laurencetown Gilford 
BT63 6DU on Tuesday 24th April 2018 arriving  at approx. 7.30pm. Mr Norman Kerr will meet the 

Club members and give a conducted and detailed tour of the centre. 
For catering purposes please let me know if you will be attending.

Sheila Adair  02838323786 / 07732939974 - Fee £5.00 per person payable on the night.
Look forward to seeing you all there.

MAY CLUB NIGHT - TUESDAY 29TH MAY 2018

GEORGE CROSS MEMORIAL GARDENS – POLICE HEADQUARTES
A further visit to the George Cross Memorial Gardens to see the recent additions and improvements 

made to the memorial gardens. These gardens are laid out in memory of those members of the 
Police service who have given their lives in the line of duty throughout the years. A conducted tour 
will be provided by former members of the force. There will be a charge of £5 for this event which 

will include tea/coffee and scones at the end of the tour.
Due to the location of this visit there will be strict security in force therefore the details of all 

members attending along with car details will be required. Please see entry form.
Further details from Michael McKay, 16 Hollymount, Finaghy Road South, Belfast BT10 0Gl. 

Tel- 07815435102

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO CLUB MEETINGS IN JULY AND AUGUST 

JUNE CLUB NIGHT - 26TH JUNE 2018

     

                                                                                                            
HERRON RUN 14th APRIL 2018. 
ELIGIBLE VEHICLES.   Only those of 20 years or older. 
STARTING POINT.  We will meet at the Dunsilly Hotel, near junction 1 of the 
M2/M22 at 10.00am where we will start the morning with either a hot bacon or 
sausage roll ( just for a change ) as well as the usual tea / coffee. We will leave here at 
11.00am. 
ROUTE. From here we will take a leisurely drive and head for Ballyronan Marina on 
the shores of Lough Neagh where we will have our picnic lunch. There will be a 
dedicated area for us to park. There is a coffee shop on site plus the usual facilities. 
We will leave here around 2.45 pm 
On leaving the marina we have a lovely drive until we reach the newly refurbished 
Chimney Corner Hotel on the Antrim Line near Mallusk where we will enjoy our 
evening meal at 5pm 
Please send your entry when you can as next magazine is close to the event and little 
time for everybody to get their entries in. No cheques will be lodged until after the 
event.  .  
ENTRY FEE £24 per person, children 12 and under £16 
ORGANISER Richard Gregory, 54 Tudor Park, Newtownabbey, BT36 4FT 
Email r.gregory243@btinternet .com or tel:- 90843034/07767882121 
CLOSING DATE 7th April 2018 
Please complete the bottom portion of this entry form and return it along with your 
cheque made payable to Banbridge Old Vehicle Club to Richard Gregory. 
  
                                                  HERRON RUN 14th APRIL 2018 
Name______________________  Address_____________________ 
Post Code________ Tel No._____________ 
Vehicle Details Make______________ Model_________Year_____ Reg No_______ 
MENU 
Roast Sirloin of Beef ____   Pan Seared chicken breast _____ 
 Chef’s selection of market  fresh vegetables. 
Trio of deserts followed by tea or coffee 
 
Please book me ___Adult Meals and____Child meals. Please indicate choices above. 
I enclose a cheque for £ ___made payable to BOVC 
PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO Richard Gregory, 54 Tudor Park, BT36 4FT               
Declaration  In consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the above event. I declare that 
during the whole period of the event my  
entry will be covered by insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid and is valid for an event such as this. I 
confirm that the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or obtaining a licence to 
drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I therefore agree to abide by the regulations governing this event, with the directions 
given by the appointed marshals and with the decision of the Organising Committee on any matter. 
SIGNED___________________ DATE____________ 
Organised under the authority of the Association of Old Vehicle Clubs in 
Northern Ireland Ltd 



HERRON RUN

Banbridge Old Vehicle Club Ltd. 
 

       FBHVC DRIVE IT DAY 
 
 

Classic Car Display IN B &Q CAR PARK, 
SPRUCEFIELD, LISBURN 

 

Sunday 22nd April 2018  
 

11am To 5pm 
 

Vintage Cars, classic cars, rally cars, exotic cars, military  
and commercial vehicles welcome 

 
Donations in lieu of entry to 

 NORTHERN IRELAND AIR AMBULANCE 
 will be greatly appreciated. 

 
Please send completed entry form as soon as possible to:-  

Michael McKay, 16 Hollymount, Erinvale, Belfast, BT10 0GL 
Tel: 028 9061 5779 or 07815435102 Email: classicmichael1@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
BOVC                               ENTRY FORM                             BOVC 
 

Classic Car Display Sunday 22 nd April 2018 
 

 
Name: 

  
Club: 

 

Address:  
 

  

Post Code:  Telephone Number:  
Make of Vehicle  Model: Year: 
Registration. Number:    

 
DECLARATION: In consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part 
in the above event I declare that during the whole period of the drive my entry will be covered by 
insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid for an event such as this. I confirm 
that the driver(s) of any vehicles entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or 
obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I further agree to abide by the 
regulations governing the event, with the directions given by appointed marshals and with the 
decision of the Organising Committee on any matter. 
 
 
Signed:  Date:  

ORGANISED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF OLD VEHICLES CLUBS IN NORTHERN IREALND LTD 

 

 



CLASSIC CAR DISPLAY

SPRUCEFIELD

     

                                       
                     THE MAY RUN  
                 SATURDAY 12TH MAY 2018  
 
Eligible Vehicles Only those 20 years or older 
 
STARTING POINT . We will start the day with tea, coffee and scones at Millbrook 
Lodge Hotel, 5 Drumaness Road, Ballynahinch, BT24 8LS at 10am. 
ROUTE  From here we will travel via Downpatrick to Strangford for a picnic 
lunch ( don’t  forget your picnic ). After our picnic we will hug the coastline 
travelling via Kilclief, Ballyhornan, Ardglass, Minerstown, Tyrella and finishing 
for our evening meal in Frenchs Café and Bistro, 2A Castlewellan Road,Clough, 
BT30 8RD. 
ENTRY FEE  £20.00 PER PERSON 
ORGANISER Ken McDevitte, 7 Derryvolgie Park, Lambeg, Lisburn, BT27 4DA 
Tel 07846332069 or 02892666401 
Please complete the lower portion of this form and send it along with your cheque to 
to Ken McDevitte on or before Friday 4th May 2018. 
 
               THE MAY RUN SATURDAY 12TH MAY 2018. 
Name_________________     Address_______________________ 
Post Code______ Tel No_______________ 
Vehicle Details  
Make___________Model______ Year_____Reg No______ 
Menu   
Main Course   Slow Roast Silverside of Beef & Gravy (GF)____ 
Butterflied Chicken Breast, Bacon & Leek Cream (GF)__ 
Baked Cod Fillet with diced pepper, herb& prawn cream (GF) ___ 
Roast Vegetable Beetroot & Mozzarella tartlet, Dressed with Pesto & Balsamic glaze 
(GF)__ 
All served with mashed potatoes and seasonal vegetables 
Wholetail breaded scampi, chips, mushy peas and tartare sauce__ 
Spiced chicken strips, pickled carrot salad, cajun mayo and chips (GF) __  
 Choice of sweets on the day to include tea and coffee. 
Decalration   In consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the 
above event. I declare that during the whole period of the event my entry will be covered by insurance 
as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid and is valid for an event such as this. I confirm 
that the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or 
obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I therefore agree to abide by the 
regulations governing this event, with the directions given by the appointed marshals and with the 
decision of the Organising Committee on any matter. 
 
SIGNED___________________ DATE____________ 
Organised under the authority of the Association of Old Vehicle Clubs in Northern Ireland Ltd 
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                      MAY CLUB NIGHT 29th May 2018. 
          VISIT TO GEORGE CROSS MEMORIAL GARDEN 
               POLICE HEADQUARTERS KNOCK, BELFAST 
A visit and conducted tour of the George Cross Memorial Gardens, Police 
Headquarters, Brooklin,Knock has been arranged for our Club Night. 
We will assemble at the Forestside Shopping Centre, Upper Galwally 
Belfast at 7.15pm and drive in convoy arriving at our venue for 7.30pm. 
As this is a high security venue it will be necessary to provide details of 
your vehicle and all passengers travelling with you. 
A donation of £5 per person will be collected on the night and presented 
to the organisers of our conducted tour. 
I would like to see as many old vehicles as possible being put on display. 
Please return the completed entry form to Michael McKay, 16 
Hollymount, Finaghy Road South, Belfast, BT10 0GL not later than 
Monday 21st May 2018. 
 
            Visit to George Cross Memorial Gardens on 29th June 2018.  
I wish to attend this club meeting and will be accompanied by :_ 
NAME_________________ADDRESS________________PCode____ 
NAME ________________ADDRESS_________________PCode____ 
NAME ________________ADDRESS_________________PCode_____ 
NAME ________________ ADDRESS ________________PCode_____ 
NAME_________________ADDRESS________________ PCode_____ 
VEHICLE  MAKE __________MODEL__________REG No._______ 
Please return to Michael McKay ,16 Hollymount, Finaghy Road South 
Belfast, BT10 0GL   
Decalration  In consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to 
take part in the above event. I declare that during the whole period of the event my 
entry will be covered by insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is 
valid and is valid for an event such as this. I confirm that the driver(s) of any vehicle 
entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or obtaining a licence to 
drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I therefore agree to abide by the regulations 
governing this event, with the directions given by the appointed marshals and with the 
decision of the Organising Committee on any matter. 
SIGNED___________________ DATE____________ 
Organised under the authority of the Association of Old Vehicle Clubs in 
Northern Ireland Ltd 
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                                           BANBRIDGE CAVALCADE 
                                                              FRIDAY 1st JUNE 2018 
 
A  PARADE OF OLD VEHICLES will take place from the car park of THE OUTLET, just off the A1 
along a route around the old Banbridge 100 course into the town centre before finishing back at The Outlet 
Centre, just off the A1 All types of “old” vehicles are welcome including motorcycles, commercials, 
tractors and cars etc 
 
ASSEMBLY AREA will be cordoned off from The Outlet main car park from mid afternoon to allow those 
who wish to come early, to park and display their vehicles while they explore the many bargain designer 
shops or perhaps have a meal in one of the restaurants within the Outlet complex. 
 
THE PARADE will begin at 7.30 pm. It will take a route of around 5 miles for most vehicles to follow the 
historic “Banbridge 100” road racing circuit of the 1920’s and 30’s and return to the OUTLET. 
Tractors and slow vehicles will follow a shorter route through Banbridge Town Centre. 
 
After the last 9 years of this event it has already grown to become one of the major annual happenings in our 
calendar with in excess of 200 vehicles of all types last year, a truly great variety and atmosphere. If you 
require any further information on the event or wish to help on the night feel free to contact the organisers 
Dennis and Iris Mitchell, 3 Magees Road, Ballinderry, Lisburn, BT28 2JE, Tel- 02892651132 or 
07761398535 
 
ENTRY FEE £5 per vehicle. 
Cheques made payable to BOVC LTD and sent to Dennis Mitchell, 3 Magees Road, Ballinderry, Lisburn, 
BT28 2JE    
 
Cut here -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cut here 
       BANBRIDGE CAVALCADE   FRIDAY 1st JUNE 2018. 
 
Name ______________________________________Club_____________ 
 
Address______________________________ Post Code________ Tele No _____________________ 
 
Vehicle Details Make____________ Model__________ Year________ _Reg No_______________ 
 
 Entry Fee £5.00 per vehicle.  Total £_________Payable to BOVC 
 
DECLARATION in consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the above event. I declare that during the whole 
period of the drive my entry will be covered by insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid for an event such as this. I confirm that 
the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. 
I further agree to abide by regulations governing the event, with the directions given by appointed marshals and with the decision of the Organising 
Committee on any matter. 
. 
SIGNED ___________________Date__________ 
ORGANISED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF OLD VEHICLE CLUBS in Northern Ireland LTD 
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                                         BRONTE RUN 
                                                   SATURDAY  9th June 2018. 
 
ELIGIBLE VEHICLES. Only those of 20 years or older 
 
STARTING POINT  We will meet up at Stack's restaurant at Mallusk ( just past Wilsons 
Auctions on left hand side) at 10am for a cooked breakfast and tea / coffee. 
 
ROUTE At approximately 11.30 am we will leave for a scenic drive through the Antrim 
countryside to Pattersons Spade Mill where we will have a conducted tour and our picnic 
lunch. From here we will take another leisurely drive through the Antrim Countryside to 
Glenoe Waterfall and then on towards Islandmagee stopping at the Rinka to sample their 
famous ice cream. After a short time here we will make our way to Whitehead Golf Club for 
our evening meal at 5pm. 
Entry fee £24.00 per person 
Organisers David Lauro, 8 Hollybrook Grove, Newtownabbey, Co Antrim, BT36 4ZR  
Tel- 0779430582 and Michael McKay, 16 Hollymount, Erinvale, Belfast, BT10 0GL  
Tel- 07815435102  
-CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES  1st June 2018 

Please return the bottom portion of this entry form and return it along with your 
cheque made payable to Banbridge Old Vehicle Club to David Lauro or Michael 
McKay. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
                                          BRONTE  9th JUNE 2018                                                       
Name _________________________________  Affiliated Club________________ 
 
Address ______________________________ Post code__________ Tel No _____________ 
 
Vehicle Details  Make _____________Model___________Year________ Reg No____________Our  
Our evening meal will be a carvery followed by a choice of sweets and tea or coffee 
Please book me ____ meals @ £24.00 per person      Total______ Cheques made payable to BOVC 
DECLARATION in consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the above event. I declare 
that during the whole period of the drive my entry will be covered by insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is 
valid for an event such as this. I confirm that the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from 
holding or obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I further agree to abide by regulations governing the 
event, with the directions given by appointed marshals and with the decision of the Organising Committee on any matter. 
. 
SIGNED ___________________Date__________ 
 
ORGANISED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF OLD VEHICLE CLUBS in Northern Ireland LTD 
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January Club Night

It was no surprise to see a capacity 

crowd take their seats on a cold 

January evening to welcome 

Brian Nelson – who Alan Tyndall 

has rightly described as:

“The only Irish driver to have 

achieved top honours in both 

racing and rallying, in this country. 

After a circuit racing career during 

which the amateur driver, from 

Hillsborough, was a Formula 

Libre Champion in Ireland and 

Scotland, and American Formula 

B Champion, competing against 

many professional drivers, and 

future Grand Prix stars, Brian then switched to 

rallying in the 1970’s and went on to twice win the 

Donegal International Rally, and the Irish Tarmac 

Championship in 1979”. 

Unlike some of his contemporaries, in the 60’s, 

Brian had no connections with the motor trade, but 

came from a Co. Down farming family and he still 

lives at Brooklands, near Culcavey, Hillsborough, 

which has been the home of the Nelson family 

since around 1750. 

Brian told how he was sent to boarding school, but 

following his father’s untimely death, he completed 

his education with a year at Greenmount 

Agricultural College, and then returned home to 

farm. Whilst at school he met and formed a lasting 

friendship with John L’Amie from Strabane. 

By his early 20’s, Brian had become an industrious 

and progressive farmer and John a textile merchant, 

but both had plans to get involved in motorsport.  

In 1961, when sufficient surplus funds had been 

generated, they each bought a Turner Mk2 Sports 

car in kit form, thus saving the purchase tax. Brian’s 

car was fitted with a 1098cc Coventry Climax 

engine, and chassis no 60/42 -                 Reg. 9181 I 

J, was raced at Maghaberry, Kirkistown, Dunboyne, 

Rathdrum and elsewhere. By 1964 Brian had also 

struck up a friendship with Charles Eyre-Maunsell , 

a director of A S Baird Ltd, and decided that he was 

ready to ‘step up another gear’, and each ordered 

a new Crossle 5C sports racing car. Brian decided 

to fit his car with a 2.5 Daimler V8 and a Jack 

Knight - Citroen based gearbox, and successfully 

campaigned this car for 3 years. Brian’s next 

racer was a Lola T60 F2 chassis, which he bought 

without an engine, and then fitted a Twin-Cam 

to compete in races and hill climbs for the next 

couple of seasons. 

Brian had also maintained his links with the Crossle 

Car Company, and obviously developed a good 

relationship with John Crossle, probably based 

on mutual respect – or maybe it was the farming 

background? However, as it transpired, the years 

WITH SPECIAL GUEST BRIAN NELSON
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1969 and 1970 were to see the development of 

a period of very close co-operation, between the 

design and construction genius of the Crossle’s 

Knocknagoney factory and the unquestionable 

driving talents of Brian Nelson, who seemed to be 

able to quickly maximise the winning potential of 

any of the cars he was entrusted with, whether it 

was a 1600cc Ford or a 5000ccV8 engine behind 

him.

In 1969, Brian drove a 16F, and played a vital 

role in helping Gerry Birrell and Crossle win the 

European formula Ford Championship. He also 

raced a 17F Formula 3, and the 18F Formula 2 

car, in Ireland, Scotland and 3 rounds in Europe. 

By 1970, supported by his trusty mechanic, Ian 

Drysdale, Brian not only continued to race in 

Ireland, but successfully competed against many 

professional drivers and teams in various European 

championships. The programme took them to races 

on tracks in Germany, Holland, Belgium, Sweden 

and Italy. Little wonder that John Crossle described 

Brian as the ‘Kingpin’ in Crossle’s European racing 

activities in 1970. 

Time was also found for a ‘last minute’ trip to 

Sebring in Florida, to support their works Formula B 

championship effort. Things were not going so well, 

but John and Brian headed stateside, checking in at 

Dublin for their flight to Boston with 2 new rear 

tyres as part of their personal luggage. On arrival 

at Sebring, Brian was taken aback by the heat and 

humidity, but despite little time to practice and 

learn the circuit he managed to win the race, and a 

sizeable cheque to help cover the costs.

Brian also linked up again with his friend John 

L’Amie, to drive John’s Porsche 910 in various 

1970 Sports Car World Championship rounds, and 

although Brian made only a brief mention of these 

races on the night, I believe it is important to say 

they won their class in all the races finished, and 

one wonders what might have been achieved if 

time and budget had allowed them to undertake 

a full season. 

Brian competed in a total of 34 races in 1970, and 

the records kept by Crossle show he drove their 

cars in 29 races, securing 19 wins, plus podium 

finishes, and the races took him to seven countries 

and 12 circuits. 

The next 2 years saw Brian seek a less hectic 

programme, and he chose to drive for the Desmond 

Mack Racing Team, racing a Crossle 22F Formula 2 

Libre. Although Brian made only a brief mention 

of it on the night, his performance in this car was 

sensational, breaking records, including the first 

100 mph lap at Bishopscourt and winning races 

at virtually every meeting. However, by the end of 

1972 he took the decision to retire from circuit 

racing.

Ken then asked how he got involved in Rallying, 

and Brian explained that he had gone to Donegal 

in 1973, with the intention of spectating, but was 

invited to participate as a 00 car in his normal road 

car- a 3.0 BMW.  At the end of the rally, when all 

times were checked, Brian was informed that he 

would have finished in 7th if he had entered as an 

official competitor. He had dabbled with rallying 

a little before taking up circuit racing, but the 00 

experience had made him wonder what he could 

achieve in a car which was properly prepared for 

such competition.

The following year saw him enter his BMW 2002tii 

in the Circuit of Ireland, starting No 41, and with 

typical modesty when he finished 7th, he pushed 

the credit onto his back-up team again led by Ian 

Drysdale, but his navigator Drexel Gillespie, firmly 

believed that Brian’s driving skill and ability to 

convey vital information to his mechanics, played a 

major part in securing their success. Unfortunately 

the BMW was destroyed the following year, when 

it bounced and rolled end over end several times 

at high speed on the Circuit, and  Brian related how 

an elderly couple who heard the accident whilst 

sitting in their cottage nearby, could not believe 

that Brian and Drexel has escaped uninjured. 

With the BMW destroyed, the search for a new car 

eventually led to Brian acquiring a very famous ex 

Gerard Larrousse- Tour de France Porsche 911. With 

some humour Brian related how he took a van to 

London, eventually tracked down the Greek owner 

of the car, and negotiated a deal by presenting 

him with a briefcase of bank notes, asking him to 

decide whether he wanted to take the brief case, 

-  or keep his car. For £5000 he was delighted to 

have purchased the car, complete with trailer, 

2 spare engines and various parts and wheels. 

Brian immediately took the car to Autofarm in 

Oxfordshire, and after a few minor adjustments, 

he had a new rally car to compete with what was 

now becoming a Porsche dominated sport in 1976.

This car has become part of Irish rallyings’ golden 

years, when in its distinctive Tuca Tiles livery, Brian 

drove it, often sideways, to secure his first Donegal 

International victory in 1976, and 3rd in the Circuit 

of Ireland and Ulster rallies. He also recalled a 

number of occasions when mechanical problems 

had caused frustration, but again paid tribute to 

his support team who left no option untried if it 

would give Brian a chance to carry on in the event .

Although he remained faithful to Porsche until 

the end of 1978, by which time it was clear that 

the new Mk2 BDA Ford Escorts were beginning to 

dominate the sport, and it was time to say farewell 

to the 911.  Whilst he considered what he might 

do next, Brian jokingly told the audience, how the 

decision was taken to sell the Porsche to make 

possible his wife’s desire for a new kitchen. 

As the evening came to a close Brian spoke of his 

fond memories of the David Sutton ‘Black Beauty 

Escorts, and what he achieved in the 1979 season. 

He had been contemplating retirement when the 

offer came to drive the latest RS 1800 Escort, and 

this gave him the opportunity, with Tuca Tiles 

support to come out on top of the Irish Tarmac 

Championship, as well as winning in Donegal for 

a second time. Many rally fans were sorry to see 

him decide on retirement at the end of the season, 

but recognised that he had made the crossover 

from single seater racing to rallying and therefore 

deserves a special place in Irish motoring history.

From the floor, Ronnie Trouton, former President 

and Chairman of the ANICC thanked Brian for 

sharing details of his time in motorsport. He also 

reminded the audience, that in recognition of his 

outstanding achievements in 1970, Brian was 

nominated as Texaco Sport Star of the year, and 

was quite rightly awarded the Texaco Motorsport 

Trophy. 

Once more we are indebted to Ken McDevitte 

for inviting Brian Nelson to share with us his 

personal memories. I’m sure all present found it 

a most interesting evening, and will remember 

how Brian’s account of his racing and rallying 

career was delivered with characteristic modesty, 

rightfully securing a nomination as one of the 

finest ‘gentleman’ drivers of our time”.

Brian Mackey
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FEBRUARY CLUB NIGHT
TUESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2018

In spite of the bitterly cold night with snow forecast almost 40 people turned up for the Club meeting.

Stephen Pollard from AutoSmart  gave us a very informative talk on Car Valeting.  He had a big range of 

his products on display on the table.  He described in detail how to remove paint scratches and blemishes 

using his products.

He was asked questions at the end of the meeting which he very ably answered.

Stephen kindly provided each driver at the meeting with a goodie bag containing a chamois, sponge, 

polishing cloth and aerosol spray air freshener.

The meeting ended with Tea/Coffee with Pancakes, Biscuits and Cake served by Sheila, Hilary and Iris.   

Dennis Mitchell

INDOOR CLASSIC CAR SHOW
26TH TO 28TH JANUARY 2018

Once again the venue for this show was the Slieve 

Donard Resort and Spa where on display in the 

ballroom was a magnificent display of Classic Cars.

The main attraction of the show was four Works 

Mini Coopers which were on display on the stage. 

In the main body of the hall were 

the larger cars such as a Bentley 

from the James Black restoration 

stable cared for by Jim Hill, one 

of the intrepid band of polishers. 

The variety of makes on display 

covered many manufacturers 

and included, Rovers, a P4 and 

a P5, a Humber Super Snipe, a 

Ford Anglia from the Richard 

Bingham collection, who was 

never without a duster in his 

hand, a rare Renault 12, a Mini 

Metro Vanden Plas, two beautiful 

Jaguars, an Austin Healey Spite in 

rally gear, an MG 1100 two door, a Ford Escort and Classic Capri, a Jaguar XK 120, an Austin Healey 3000 

and a Wolseley 1500 to name but a few.

Congratulations must go to the organisers for putting on a magnificent display of vehicles many of which 

had not been seen before and for raising the magnificent sum of £17000 for Cancer Research UK ( NI 

Region )

Michael McKay
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CLUB SHOP - FOR SALE

Wall plaques £16.50

Millers Oil at very keen price  
Millers 250ml VSP+ Power Plus
Treats 40l Petrol

Phone Reg Bell on 028 9756 1079 or 
07880 636661

CLUB CLOTHING
We now have a range of clothing in Navy 

Blue with the Club Badge.

Polo Shirts  £15

Sweatshirts £15.00

Regatta Fleece  £25.00

Regatta Waterproof Jackets,
fleece lined & built in hood.  £40.00

Grey Short Sleeved Shirt
with Breast pocket & Club Badge.  £20.00

Regatta Body Warmers soft
shell type (M&F) £30.00

All BOVC clothing available in other
colours on request.

New Car Badge £20

These are obtainable from Richard Grego-
ry who can be contacted on 02890843034 

or 07767882121
or at r.gregory243@btinternet.com

Cellulose Paint

1 litre Wedgewood Blue. £25 ono

Contact Michael on 07815435102

2003 ROVER 25,

52785 miles on clock. Good going/ driving car, 
new clutch and 4 tyres. MoT to December 2017. 

Good clean car

Contact Artie on 90749315

Nearside metal rear wing for Rover P6  
--- £75 ono

Two fibre glass rear wings for Rover P6 
---£60 ono

 OriginalWorkshop manual for Rover P6 
---£45 ono

Set of front brake pads for Rover P6 ---  
£35 ono

1 litre Rover camouflage green paint 
(BS626) Belfleet 280 in 2pack ---£25 ono

Further details from Michael on 
07815435102

TO LET

Classic car storage available in Dromore 
/ Hillsborough area convenient to dual 
carriageway. Secure and safe and damp 
free. May consider 6 months only from 

October until March. 1 year costs £250 and 
6 months £150

Tel Bill on 07720262530 

2001 Vauxhall Astra Convertible

2.2 Twin Cam, 9300miles, manual gearbox, 
Electric Hood all working perfect and stowed in 
boot, Alloys, all good tyres. Valuable Reg. Full 

years MoT. Cheap summer car ( if we have one ). 
£875 ono.

Tel Bill on 07720262530
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Weather door seals  ( glass ) for Mk2
Cortina 4 door or complete doors, also dash 

top black, Cortina 1600E wheel centres. 
Would consider 1300/1600 or 1600 E for 

breaking complete.
Tel Bill on 077202625730

New door skin for Rover 213.

New genuine BMC door for A40 Farina. New 
rear quarter panel for A40 Farina. Used but 
good doors for A40 Farina. Other parts for 
A40 Farina / A35 wheels / mechanical etc. 
BMC / British Leyland new and used parts, 

grilles/ wheels, trims/ clocks/lamps. Complete 
interior for dark brown early Mini 850 City, 

including door cards, as new.
Tel Bill on 07720262530

1986 Lancia Thema 2.8 V6  Automatic.

I have owned this car from 1993, only one of 
two in the UK. The car has been dry stored 
for the last 24 years. Car starts, drives and 
stops but will require some work for MOT. 
OFFERS IN THE REGION OF £1500.00

Tel Frank on 0776110285

1998 Fiat Coupe 2000,

2.0V, five cylinder. This car starts, drives  and 
stops but will need work for MOT. It also 

requires some bodywork. Now a classic and 
becoming collectable. Offers in the region of 

£750.00
Tel Frank on 07761102851 Reducing 

collection

1988 BMW 320i Convertible,

Zinnebar Red, 114000 miles, Good order, 
MoTd to February 2019. £ 5500 ono.

Contact Michael on 07815435102 

1997 BMW Z3 convertible 1.9 manual.

Silver with black leather interior and black 
hood. 16” alloy wheels, electric seats, mirrors 

and windows. Radio and CD player. Recent 
complete new exhaust. Mileage 101200,  

MoT’d until June 2018.

Excellent driver, any test,£1350 o.v.n.o
Tel Billy on 028 40662707 

1989 Renault 21 GTS,

1721 cc, mileage 104294. Excellent car in very 
good condition. Will come with 12 months 

MOT. Price £950.00 ono.
Tel Raymond on 07980086980

Boot lid for Mk 2 Granada,

Rostyle wheels and tyres for Granada Mk1 
GT/GL. Quantity of exhaust systems mostly 

Leyland but some Ford/ Vauxhall. 12 ins 
crossply tyres, all good, suit 1100/1300 or Imp 
etc. Early Ford hub caps suit Mk1 12 ins steel 

wheels with badge in centre, s/steel type.
Tel Bill on 07720262530

1988 Fiat Croma 1E SX

with full Abarth Body Kit, factory fitted. I have 
owned this car from 1992 and it has been 

in storage for the last 15 years and will need 
recommissioning. The car starts and the 

engine runs. To my knowledge it is the only 
one in Northern Ireland. Offers in the region of 

£850.00
Tel Frank on 07761102851

Ford Granada MK11 parts
and Cortina Mk11 parts.

Contact Bill on 07720262530
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Club dates for 2018
Tuesday 27th March Club Night- David Lauro  Jewellery valuations

Saturday 14th April Herron Run

Sunday 22nd April FBHVC Drive it Day in aid of Air Ambulance-              
 Sprucefield

Tuesday 24th April Club Night- Visit to Banvalley Heritage Centre 

Saturday 12th May May Run

Tuesday 29th May Club Night – George Cross Memorial Gardens

Friday 1st June Outlet

Saturday 9th June Bronte Run

Tuesday 26th June Club Night—Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park

Saturday 7th July Stanley Woods Run Run

Saturday 18th August T.T.Run

Saturday 8th September End of Season Run

other dates for 2018
Saturday 26th May Magheragall Vintage Fair

Saturday 2nd June  Lurgan Classic Show

Saturday 16th June Kilbroney  Show

Sunday 17th June Mountstewart  Father’s Day Event

Friday 29th June Waringstown Cavalcade

CLUB RUNS / EVENTS

HERRON RUN – SATURDAY 14TH APRIL 2018

The first run of the season will start at the Dunsilly Hotel near junction 1 of the M2/M22. From 
here we tale a leisurely drive to the Ballyronan Marina on the shores of Lough Neagh for our picnic 
lunch. After spending some time here we will have a lovely drive on our way to the Chimney Corner 

Hotel for our evening meal.

Further details from Richard Gregory on 90843034/07767882121

MAY RUN – SATURDAY 12TH MAY 2018

The Millbrook Lodge Hotel, Ballynahinch will be the starting point for our May Run. From here we 
will travel via Downpatrick to Strangford for our picnic lunch. After lunch we will travel through the 

County Down countryside finishing at Frenchs Café and Bistro at Clough.

Further details can be had from Ken McDevitte  tel- 02892666401 or 07846332068

THE BOULEVARD EVENT (formerly The Outlet) FRIDAY 1ST JUNE 2018

Our Annual Display and Cavalcade will take place at the Boulevard, Banbridge on Friday 1st June 
2018. Entrants can arrive from 5pm onwards. All vehicles will be on display until approximately 

7.30pm. They will follow the old race circuit returning to the Boulevard. All old vehicles are 
welcome, cars, vans, tractors and motorcycles etc.

Further details from Dennis and Iris Mitchell on 02892651132/07761398535

KILBRONEY CLASSIC  CAR SHOW - SATURDAY 16TH JUNE 2018

Once again the organisers of this show have decided not to send out entry forms. You should 
therefore download an entry form from the internet. A small supply of forms will be available at 
club meetings. Our club will be having a stand for members to park their cars. When completing 

your entry form ensure that you indicate that you wish to be parked with Banbridge Old 
Vehicle Club.                                                                               

BRONTE RUN - SATURDAY 9TH JUNE 2018

Our assembly point for this run is Stack’s Restaurant at Mallusk. From here we will pay a visit to 
Patterson’s Spade Mill before travelling on to Whitehead Golf Club for our evening meal.

Further details from David Lauro on 0779430582 or Michael McKay on 07815435102 

PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE NO CLUB MEETINGS IN JULY AND AUGUST

NEW MEMBERS Welcome to the following new members

Jeffrey Scott Belfast 1996 VW Corrado VR6

Stephen Sands Dromore 1990 BMW 318 LS

Trevor Kinkaid Waringstown 1964 Ford Anglia, 1956 Austin FE Truck

Paul Howell Donaghadee 1962 Mini Van,1975 BMW 3.0 CST

  1964 Wolseley Hornet, 1968 Mercedes 280 SL         

Ivan Scott Greyabbey 1984 Morgan 4/4

Edward Faloon Hillsborough 1967 Saab 96, 1974 Saab 96,

  1980 Rolls Royce Silver Shadow,   

  1984 Jaguar XJS 



© 2018 SPRBS

223 Moira Road, Lisburn
Tel: 028 9262 1356

Mobile: 07802 361411

•  MOT  • Servicing  •  PSV  •
•  Clutch Fitting  •  Petrol or Diesel  •

0800 1777 880
www.cipinsurance.co.uk

Ballyclare - Belfast - Crumlin

LET US MAKE SURE WE HAVE INSURANCE
COVER ON ALL YOUR VEHICLES

J. G. BULLICK (est. 1928)

MEMBERS N.A.F.D. & B.I.E
& FPT(NI)

QUALIFIED FUNERAL DIRECTORS
CLASSIC WEDDING LIMOUSINES

AND LUXURY COACH HIRE
DISCREET & PERSONAL  SERVICE

RING Ronnie  24/7
RATHFRILAND 028 406 38006 / 30260

BANBRIDGE 028 406 25860
MOBILE 078 36 34 32 04

www.rjgbullick.co.uk

Lithographic, Digital, 
Wide Format Printing

From paper to vinyl

TM

Financial Planning

Tony McLaughlin BA Hons Dip PFS

Financial Adviser

14 Netherlands Drive
Belfast BT17 0EU

T/F: 02890 290 187
Mob: 07738 150 065
E: tony@tmfinancialplanning.co.uk
w: www.tmfinancialplanning.co.uk


