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                                Club Contacts for 2007-2008 
          President :- John Miskelly        Vice President :- Michael McKay   
Chairman :-  Ken McDevitte  39, Ardmore Park, Finaghy BT10 0JL tel 028 
9061 5127 
Secretary :Harry Pepper 23, Richmond Heights, Banbridge. BT32 4HU   :- 028 
4062 3108    
Treasurer :- Reg Bell 59, Magherahamlet Rd, Ballynahinch  BT24 8JZ tel 028 
9756 1079               
V Chair :- Harry Pepper    
Membership secretary:- Myreve Chambers 102, Glendale Park, Belfast BT8 
6HS tel 028 9070 1806 
Committee :-  Samuel Spence, John Miskelly, Michael McKay Sheila Adair, 
Myreve Chambers, Ivan Adair, Sam Baird,  Brendan Mullan,  Brian McJury and 
Andrew Carson. 
AOVC Representatives:- Samuel Spence, Harry Pepper & Ken McDevitte 
Website Editor :-  Myreve Chambers  e-mail :- myrevechambers@freeuk.com
 Magazine Editors :- Samuel Spence 1, Culcavey Road, Hillsborough. Co.Down 
BT26 6JD      Tel:- 028 9268 8533 mob:- 077 8551 0376 e-mail:- 
 samuel@spences86.wanadoo.co.uk  
  Harry Pepper 23, Richmond Heights, Banbridge. BT32 4HU   :- 028 4062 
3108                                mob:-  077 8687 0759 e-mail:-   
harry.pepper@btopenworld.com
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 The editors would like to take this opportunity to wish 

our new chairman Ken McDevitte, the officers, 
committee and all our club members Seasons Greetings 
and look forward to a safe, successful and eventful old 
vehicle season during 2008 
 
  

                   Thanks to Margaret Pepper who supplied the cover photograph.  
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                                      THE CHAIRMAN’S PAGEs 
 
It is an honour and a privilege to 
have been elected Chairman of 
Banbridge Old Vehicle Club. May I 
thank our outgoing chairman Michael 
McKay and his committee for 
another successful year for the club 
and I look forward to the 
forthcoming season. 
A special welcome is extended to 
Brian McJury on his election to the 
committee of the B.O.V.C. We have 
already held our first meeting to 
arrange the programme for the new 
season and I can assure 2008 is going to be a good one!! We have 
special speakers, special runs and special events organised so 
come along and join in - DON’T MISS IT! 
Remember the B.O.V.C. is open to anyone, young or old, with an 
interest in ‘Old Vehicles’. If you have, or you are thinking of 
buying, a car or motorcycle aged 20 years or older come along and 
participate in our events. We need new members both young and 
old to swell our ranks and tell us what activities you want, talk to 
any of the committee members – we would love to hear from you. 
My first duty as chairman was to welcome those who attended the 
annual dinner dance in Lisburn Golf Club on Friday 23rd November, 
it was a great night, good food, good music and great craic 

enjoyed by all. We 
presented a cheque 
to Colleen Shaw from 
Friends of the Cancer 
Centre for £3375.00 
which was collected 
over the past year by 
the club hosting 
various events 
including A table 
Quiz, A parade of old 
vehicles in Banbridge 
and a club night 
collection. Colleen, on 
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behalf of ’Friends’, sends her thanks to everyone for a great effort 
and she assured us that the money will be directed to help with 
patient care and will not be lost in administration costs, well done 
everyone. A big thank-you to those who provided items for the 
raffle and a special thanks to Michael McKay who organised this 
special event. 
Harry Pepper has organised the post Christmas run for Thursday 
27th December, a 30 mile trip through the beautiful Mournes, past 
the Spelga Dam and Silent Valley Reservoir and down to Annalong 
for a meal in the Harbour Inn. What could be nicer on a beautiful 
day in December, come along bring your car any car! and join us 
for a great day out. 
Sadly, this past year has seen the passing of several club members 
our thoughts are with their families and friends at this time, as 
Christmas approaches when their grief will be felt the most they 
will be in our prayers. We also think of those club members 
recently in hospital or ill, we wish them a speedy recovery. 
Finally as we arrive at the festive season may I wish you all Gods 
Blessings this Christmas and happy motoring in 2008 
 
Ken McDevitte     Chairman   
 
 
                                                       AGM. REPORT 
 

With 2007 almost at an end the seasons is almost finished with only the 
Annual Dinner Dance, the November Club meeting, and the Christmas run 
on the 27th Dec.to close the season for another year. We had our AGM ON 
THE 39/10/07 with a good turn out of members and a few for the first time. 
The chairman welcomed everyone and asked all to stand for a minutes 
silence to remember the members and friends who passed away during this 
past year. After the minutes of the 2006 AGM were read out by John 
Miskelly deputizing for Shelia Adair, who is recovering from surgery  and 
we all wish her a speedy recovery. The Chairman Michael Mc Kay, and 
Treasure Reg. Bell gave their annual reports. These reports were proposed 
and adopted and the chair as is now customary was handed over to 
Billy Ferguson to conduct the election of new officers for 2008. 
Billy first of all expressed his deep regret, that the people he had given an 
updated health report on last year had all passed away namely, 
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Shelia Purdy, Johnston Clarke, Charlie Millar, along with  Roy Chambers 
and Ivan Adair. 
Billy declared all offices vacant and the election began, the new panel has 
only one new face which unfortunately reflects the lack of enthusiasm of the 
members. Our President for this year is again John Miskelly. Vice President 
is last years Chairman Michael McKay,  Chairman is last years Vice 
Chairman Ken McDevitt, Vice Chairman Harry Pepper, Hon. 
Secretary Harry Pepper,  Our Treasurer is once again Reg .Bell who did such 
an excellent job in his first year that he was returned unopposed as they say 
in political circles. Membership Secretary is Mrs Myreve Chambers who 
carried on the work after the untimely death of her dear husband and 
member Roy. The committee has only one new face that of 
Mr. Brian McJury along with the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Myreve 
Chambers, John Miskelly, Michael McKay, Sam Baird, Brendan Mullan, 
Samuel Spence, Shelia Adair, Ivan Adair, and Andrew Carson. The Property 
Officer is still Samuel Spence along with being Chief Editor of the club 
Magazine, feebly assisted by myself. Samuel is to be congratulated on the 
magnificent job that he did in producing a magazine with so little input from 
the members and also for being overlooked by the Chairman in his Report of 
thanks for those who assisted him in his year of office. We wish all the new 
office bearers and particularly the committee the very best in keeping up the 
standard of Banbridge Old Vehicle Club.  
Finally a word of thanks to the Ladies of Banbridge Rugby Club for the 
excellent supper provided. 
 Harry Pepper 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Once again  this has been a very active year  for  the club  tinged with many 
moments  of  sadness.   During  the  past  year we  lost  a  number  of  faithful 
members and  friends who contributed greatly to the success of the club over 
so many years. We also have members who have been  ill at various  times 
and I on behalf of the club wish them a speedy recovery. 
This year has shown a further reduction in the number of members, a trend 
which is happening in many clubs here and on the mainland. The Committee 
would  be  interested  to  hear  of  any  suggestions which might  attract  new 
members. 
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A successful club needs a good secretary and I feel Sheila Adair has provided 
an efficient service throughout her own difficult times.  Sheila has indicated 
that she wishes to relinquish the position of Secretary and on my own behalf 
and that of the club I wish to thank her for all she has done for the club. 
Another important officer in a club such as ours is the Honorary Treasurer,   
Reg  Bell  who  took  up  office  after  the  last  Annual  General Meeting  has 
maintained the reputation of previous treasurers and without letting out his 
trade  secrets  I  can  let  you  know  that  the  club’s  finances  remain  in  a 
satisfactory  state  and  you will hear  the  full detail  shortly. Thanks Reg  for 
your diligent work. 
Another  important member  of  the management  team  is  the Membership 
Secretary.  Earlier this year the sudden and untimely death of Roy Chambers 
shocked  the club and  left  the position of Membership Secretary vacant. On 
behalf of the club I wish to thank Myreve for taking on the responsibility of  
managing  the  register  of  club  membership.    Myreve  has  indicated  her 
willingness  to  continue  as Membership  Secretary  if  this  is  the wish  of  the 
members.  I wish  to  thank Myreve  for  all her  excellent work over  the past 
year not only in relation to membership but also the maintenance of our web 
site. 
I wish to thank all those who organised runs and events throughout the year. 
Without their involvement our events would not have taken place therefore I 
would  encourage  the membership  to  support  your  new  committee  in  the 
coming year. 
Finally it has been an honour to serve the club as Chairman over the past two 
years, how  time  flies when you are enjoying yourself,    I would  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  the  present  committee  for  their  support  and  all 
those members who in any way have contributed to what I feel was another 
successful year. 
In ending  I wish  the new committee every success  in  the coming year and 
perhaps new blood will encourage innovative events. 
 
Michael McKay       chairman 

 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
Hello to you all. I am sorry I can’t be with you tonight but as I’m sure you 
are  all  aware  I  am  recuperating  from my  long  awaited  hip  replacement 
which will hopefully get me motoring again soon. 



 7

The past 12 months since our last AGM has proved to be a  trying year in lots 
of different ways – my own personal bereavement and also so many of our 
good friends and workers in our club have died and many members who at 
present  remain  ill.  Our  thoughts  and  prayers  are  with  them  and  their 
families.   
Two  things  I ask off you all  tonight  is  to use your  talents  to  fill  the empty 
positions  in  the club  ‐ please  just don’t come and  listen  in our meeting, as 
much as  it  is appreciated,  I would  like  to  see many more members  join  in 
and support their club in different activities.  
Our annual dinner dance is on Friday 23rd November.  This has proved to be 
a good social event  for many years now and again  I would  like  to see you 
and your wife/partner come and support the club.   
My friends and I will be at the dinner dance and I hope to see you all there. 
Happy motoring for 2008. 
Sheila Adair       secretary 
 
TREASURERS REPORT ( as read at the AGM) 
I gave you my profit and loss account and bank reconciliation from October 
to September 07 and a brief synopsis of the year’s events. Projecting forward 
for the year ’07/’08 as stated in my report I will scrutinise closely our fixed 
costs from last year and investigate where we can achieve savings, as I fear 
the inevitability of cost inflation and a slowing of growth in our main source 
of income, membership fees. I feel that, by informing the membership 
through the medium our excellent magazine, if I publish a quarterly report 
of our income and expenditure for the period it will assist the membership in 
following the financial progress of our club as well as following the clubs 
activities throughout the year. It is my hope, with careful management; I can 
look forward to giving positive report at the next AGM. 
 

 Income Expenditure 
Balance 
(+) 

Balance 
(-) 

     
October nill £525.29  £525.29 
     
November £1,197.50 £4,714.54  £3,517.04 

 
Reg Bell   treasurer 



 

                     Our Trip of a Lifetime 

The Route in Brief  
Sunday, May 27th, 2007: You are flagged away from the 
Great Wall of China, head north to the Gobi Desert, into 
Outer Mongolia, at Ulaan Baatar you turn left, and pound the 
vast grassy plains of the Asian Steppes, through territory 
that has hardly changed since Prince Borghese gave local 
villagers their first glimpse of a motor-car. We enter Siberia, 
Kazakhstan, Russia, rest at Moscow, and again at St. 
Petersburg, before entering Europe…. an unforgettable 
motoring experience, ending with a parade into Paris and a 
celebration on Saturday June 30th, 2007. 
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It seemed such a long way off in the summer of 2004 when 
Jill and I booked our 1927 Rolls Royce into the rally from 
Beijing to Paris for the summer of 2007. The introduction to 
the event told of the adventure to be had through the dirt 
tracks of China, Mongolia and Siberia, following the footsteps 



of a Prince Borgaise from Italy who first did the trip in 1907 
in a 7-litre Italia. Each month of our preparation time 
revealed some other item which needed to be attended to, 
some other horror which might face us en-route, the efficacy 
of which could be reduced by attending to another detail. 
Little did we suspect that what we were about to face was to 
be much worse than even our worst fears. The environment 
was so hostile as to be unable to sustain any form of human 
life and we had to drive through 3000 miles of it. 
No later than the second day of our journey, having picked 

up the Rolls 
Royce at a 

Beijing 
warehouse and 
passed the 

Chinese 
scrutineers, 

things began to 
unravel. The 
tract we were 
to follow had 
been mapped 
out a year 
earlier but had 

subsequently been obliterated by melting snows from the 
mountain during the winter. 
Along with 5 other cars Jill and I left earlier than most of the 
cars as our vehicle is ponderous and heavy. Just as we left 
camp at 5am, the organisers announced to the others that 
the original route was now almost impassable and that a 
different route had been carved for the next 300kilometres 
to the second camp. However, ignorant of the route change 
the 6 of us battled through the most treacherous terrain, soft 
mud and gravel, steep banks into river beds that I have ever 
faced. Three of the 6 cars didn’t make it and had to be 
trailered back to Beijing and shipped home. Jill and I didn’t 
see the other 2 cars until the next morning having only 
reached camp at 11.30pm that evening.   

 9



Two days later the hazard was sinking sand. It took such a 
grip of the tyres that our big engine could not even begin to 
turn our 
wheels 
through 
the low-
geared 
gearbox. A 
1913 
Dutch car 
was being 
towed out 
by a local 
Mongolian 
truck when 
his front 
axle, a 
really sturdy steel beam, broke in two before the sand lost 
its grip on the old car. An old Rover went into the belly and 
just did not want to be moved, thank you very much. Our 
ambulance wrecked his 4-wheel drive gearbox, then 
overturned in the soft sand to be sold for scrap at the next 
oasis. Another Rolls Royce’s starter motor filled with sand 
and had to be tow-started subsequently. A sand storm 
finished the day, completely obliterating our view, wiping out 
the tracks and did a good job on all exfoliation of all the 
female crew members’ skins. 48 cars did not make camp 
that night- they slept in the lonely desert with dwindling 
supplies of water and many with terminal mechanical 
problems. 
During this time many friends and members from our church 
who were following our progress on the web, texted us to tell 
us of their prayer support. Believe us, we felt the support in 
a very real way; we believed then and still believe now, that 
we would not have proceeded with so few problems and no 
terminal disasters, without Gods help. It can be slightly 
unnerving to realise that the nearest help on the ground is 
1500 miles away in any direction. Eventually, crossing the 
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Mongolian border into Siberia was like stepping across a ful 
century. Jill and I were maybe the thirtieth westerners to be 
allowed to cross the border, as it is a closed route and that is 
why we felt to be the most privileged people on earth to see 
the next 300 miles of the most beautiful scenery I haver 
traversed. Mountain gorges and plunging rivers, clinging 
trees and contented grazing wildlife impinged permanently 
into our minds. We wondered how many people who vote 
this drive and that drive as the world’s best, have seen the 
trans-Mongolian – Siberian border road. The sustaining 
beauty in that unspoiled land is unsurpassable.  
Three and a half weeks later we entered Paris to family and 
fanfare which we felt we deserved at that point in time. 
Denis and Jill Wilson 
 
 
                                    1939 MORRIS 8 SERIES E 

 
My first knowledge of this car was when I was approached by a member of 
the club to place an advert in the club magazine offering the car for sale. 
Having just completed the restoration of my partner, in crime (Restoration of  

 
Old Cars), 
John’s  Morris 
10/4 after some 
six and a half 
years I thought 
that this would 
be the 
opportunity to 
start a new 
project. 
We went to 
inspect the car 
at Ravarnette as 
seen in the first 
photograph and 

decided it was worth a try, nothing ventured nothing gained.  
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An assessment of what was required to be done and what parts were needed 
to complete the project was completed. 



The following November John and myself set off on our now annual trip to 
the Classic Car Show in Birmingham armed with a list of 32 items of parts 
etc required as an initial guide to get the project underway. 
I was fortunate to meet, on the Morris Register Stand, Martin Wills who was 
able to provide seventy five percent of my list. The following March I went 
over to Melton Mowbray in Leicestershire accompanied by Barbara to 
collect the parts. It was a good job we were travelling light and did not take a 
case with us as it would not have fitted in the car. Barbara was just lucky 
enough to have space for the return journey. 
Now that many of the parts required for the restoration were assembled it 
was full steam ahead with the work. Many phone calls to Martin produced 
many pieces of advice and parts required. Without his help restoration would 
have been very difficult. 
Over the next three years, mainly on a Wednesday evening work continued 
sometimes one step forward and two or three backwards until after many 
frustrating moments the end result as shown in the second photograph was 
achieved. 
Having little or no experience in restoration work I feel that the end result 
although not perfect, is something to be satisfied with.   
Michael McKay       
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 A BLAST FROM THE 
PAST:        WHO`S   WHO.? 
 
Does anyone recognize this club 
member in drainpipes & 
winkle-pickers from the 
swinging sixties standing in 
front of his hand painted Mk1 
Ford Zephyr six, with its 3 
speed column changed gear box 
& six cylinder engine it would 
pass anything on the road, 
(except a petrol pump) also he 
is seen below a few years later 
in his 1961 Morris Minor 1000. 
The Mk.1 Zephyr was rescued from a field in the Ballycross area outside  
Banbridge & was purchased for a nominal fee of around twenty pounds.  
Now here the skinny member is seen again about a year later ( after the 
morris minor ) with his Austin A 30. Note the tight knot in his tie, you would 

think he had been towed down the 

duel carriageway by it & the flashing indicators which he fitted himself, but 
don’t know if they would have past the law or mot if there had been such a 
thing in those days. When I delved into the history of this car I uncovered 
that sadly, the previous owners of this car, two nurses, were tragically killed 
in a road traffic accident in the early years of the M1 whilst travelling from 
their work in Belfast although they had been using a different vehicle it is 
still a sad fact. A bottle of wine if you know who it is!!! 
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                         The Heron Run  12th April 2008 
 
As per the rules of Banbridge Old Vehicle Club, only vehicles 20 years 
or over may take part in club runs. ( vehicles registered on or before 31st 
December 2007) 
Those taking part in the Heron Run should assemble at Gilbery Fayre 
restaurant located on the B5 Gilford to Banbridge Road at 10.30am for 
tea/coffee and scones. Directions to the meeting point are as follows, From 
Banbridge take the Lurgan Road until you reach the roundabout at the 
Banville Hotel from here take the first exit to Gilford and after passing 
through Laurencetown, Gilbery Fayre is on the right. From Craigavon go to 
Gilford and take the Banbridge Road to find the restaurant on the left about 1 
mile along. After refreshments it is our plan to meander around the 
surrounding countryside on a mystery tour that will take us along a scenic 
route towards our picnic stop in a suitable location. Continuing our mystery 
tour after our picnic we should arrive at our final destination around 4pm for 
the end of run meal, our total mileage for the day will be around 45-50 miles.  
As you are probably aware we shall be using the universal entry form for all 
runs this year, there are two included with this magazine and further supplies 
are available through the organiser or any committee member or they can be 
photocopied if necessary.  
Please select your choice of menu from the list below and enter the 
requirements in the space provided on the entry form together with all other 
relevant information. 
Menu choices: 
A  -  Braised Silverside of Beef 
        Served with a meat jus &           
        mushroom gravy 
B  -  Freshly Roasted Turkey &     
        Ham  with stuffing &      
         cranberry sauce 

C  -  Dutch Apple Pie 
        Served with fresh cream 
D  -   Selection of Ice Creams       
          served with fresh fruit    
          coulis 

 
Closing date for entries will be Friday 4th April 2008 
Entry Fee  per person       £18.00                           Children £10.00 
Please send your completed entry form together with a cheque made payable 
to BOVC to :- 
Ivan Adair  3, Glenview Park, Lurgan. CoArmagh. BT66 7EU 
Telephone number:- 028 3832 2846   or  077 0319 2008 
            PLEASE DO NOT FORGET YOUR PICNIC!!! 
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                              SEPTEMBER CLUB NIGHT      
 
 
“A Lifetime in Motorsport” was the title of our September meeting in a  
wonderfully well redecorated Banbridge Rugby Club. 
ALAN “PLUM” TYNDALL captivated the small audience present with his 
well illustrated talk of , schooldays collecting Dinky racing cars, Autosport 
magazines, pictures of Dundrod T.T. and Goodwood racing circuit, that 
started his interest in motorsport.  
While working in London in the sixties he was able to go to motor races all 
over England. Then, in the early seventies, after returning home, he began 
commentating on motorsport events here in Northern Ireland. In 1974 Plum 
started racing his road-going Mini Cooper, progressing to a Vauxhall Firenza 
which he campaigned with great success for several years. R.T.E. secured his 
services in 1980 commentating on all the Formula 1 Grand Prix’s and 
coverage of the Circuit of Ireland Rally. 1984 saw the establishment of 
Tyndall Productions, and Alan’s first task was commentating for Europa TV 
at the San Marino Grand Prix at Imola followed by ten other GP’s that year. 
This led to more work from RTE and Eurosport until 1991 when the first 
RPM programmes began, this started with the Ulster Rally and since then 
RPM have covered all the major rallies, races and motoring events 
throughout Ireland as well as others as far afield as Dubai, Barbados,USA, 
Luxenburg, France, Spa, Italy and many others. 
For the year 2000 Plum headed up a team to organise “The Stormont 
Millenium Motorsport Spectacular” bringing Irelands best drivers, past and 
present and some of the worlds best motorsport personalities and exotic 
machinery to Northern Ireland for an event so amazing that it will for 
evermore stand out as a unique piece of our motoring history. This event was 
so successful and so much talked about that it led to the spectator stage on 
the first WRC Rally Ireland 2007 using the same venue.  
The evening proved to be a fascinating look back through the life of “Mr 
Motorsport” and an extremely enjoyable evening for all, I believe that most 
of us on the night could have quite happily spent another few hours listening 
to more of Alans amazing stories. Many thanks to Alan”PLUM” Tyndall, we 
wish him continued good health and Tyndall Productions prosperity for 
2008. 
Ken McDevitte 
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End of Season Run  
Saturday 29th September 2007 

 
The run, organised by Ken McDevitte and Michael McKay, was by way of 
a change, entirely in County Antrim.  Over thirty cars assembled at Corrs 
Corner Hotel near Glengormley where tea and coffee was provided.  It was 
good to see Dick Graham out again, travelling with Jim Gregg. 
We set off via Ballyrobert and through Ballyclare, over the Collin and on 
to Broughshane.  This village has won many awards over the years for it’s 
clean and tidy appearance and outstanding floral displays, the locals taking 
great pride in their surroundings. 
From Broughshane we went on to McGregor’s Corner and followed down 
through Glenballyemon, one of the famous Glens of Antrim, unfortunately 
the weather was starting to close in a little not allowing us to see the area at 
its best. 
We arrived at Cushendall around midday for our picnic stop in the carpark 
beside the local boat club.  Despite the cold wind some of the ladies 
ventured into Cushendall, but could not find anywhere to spend their 
money.  A number of the men crossed the road and spent time inspecting 
the boats which are built at Cushendall by Red Bay Boats Ltd. 
With no improvement in the weather it was decided to leave early and 
drive along the Antrim Coast Road to Carnlough, then inland up Glencloy 
to Ballymena, and on to the Fort Royal Inn near Glarryford for an excellent 
evening meal.  The staff of the Fort Royal Inn were asked to judge the cars, 
and pick the one they most liked.  The prize went to Robin Fowler, with his 
outstanding 1954 Vauxhall Velox - the oldest car on the run.  
Congratulations Robin. 
Our thanks go to Ken and Michael for an enjoyable day.  Sadly it is the end 
of another season, but we look forward to getting out again with the Club 
in the spring. 
Alan and Elizabeth Bridgham 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  The Bronte Run 

Saturday 9th June 2007 
 
BOVC Bronte Run started off at the Outlet Centre, Bridgewater Park 
just outside Banbridge. 
The weather was very favourable and 27 cars left the centre travelling 
towards Newry they turned right into Loughbrickland and then down 
through Scarva, Clare, Markethill, Keady and Castleblaney where we 
stopped for light lunch soup and rolls in Hope Castle in the grounds of 
Lake Muckno Park. The scenery at Muckno Park was absolutely 
beautiful and everyone enjoyed a stroll around the park. 
Leaving Castleblaney we drove a short distance to the Shoe City 
Centre where the ladies enjoyed some shopping. Shoe shopping over we 
headed towards Dundalk through Cullaville, Crossmaglen, Camlough and 
then Newry and Mayobridge and finally to Warrenpoint for our evening 
meal in the Diamonds Restaurant. The food was absolutely delicious 
with the Pavalova and shortbread a real treat. 
Many thanks to Harry and Margaret for arranging a lovely drive and a 
very enjoyable meal 
David & Georgina Kinkaid 
                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DRIVE IT DAY 
 
Remember - next year’s Drive It Day will be on Sunday, 20 April. 
This is a day designated by the FBHVC as a day when we should bring 
as many old vehicles onto the public roads as possible, in other words 
make our presence felt. Do let us know if you would like your club to 
make any plans for the day so we can put a note on the website. This 
could be a great opportunity for all club members to have a get 
together. Any thoughts on what we could as a club to mark National 
Drive-it Day? Give us a call with your ideas please 
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Banbridge Old Vehicle Club has been of a member of FBHVC for a 
number of years, we get sent a copy of their magazine but 
unfortunately not all of our members get the opportunity to read this. 
It is our intention, where possible, to keep you updated on relevant 
issues that appear in the magazine Although it would be unviable to 
reprint it as a whole we shall endeavour to give you as much relevant 
information as possible, for those of you with internet access the full 
magazine can be downloaded from their website www.fbhvc.co.uk 
 
Paint 
Just a slight movement: we 
understand that the long awaited 
consultation has been drafted and 
is awaiting ministerial approval 
prior to publication. We expect it 
to detail draft regulations to 
cover a licensing system to allow 
the continued sale of vehicle re-
finishing products that do not 
comply with current volatile 
organic compound limits.  
Gold-plating chrome-plating 
regs? 
Perfluorooctane sulfonate 
(PFOS) is a material used in 
various industrial processes. 
Unfortunately, there is a concern 
that because it does not break 
down naturally, PFOS will build 
up in the environment and cause 
problems for future generations. 
EU has thus sought to limit the 
use of PFOS to all but a very few 
applications. One application that 
is permitted is for spray 
suppression in the hexavalent 

‘non decorative’ chromium 
plating process. FIVA received 
assurances from the European 
Commission that the process for 
plating external vehicle 
components should be exempt as 
the chroming serves the dual 
purpose of both weather 
protection and decoration. 
 
DEFRA, which has the 
responsibility for transposing the 
EU requirements into UK law, is 
understood to be proposing to 
use a very strict interpretation of 
the regulations and to ban PFOS 
for all but ‘hard’ chroming 
purposes while the Health and 
Safety Executive is keen that 
DEFRA should take a more 
relaxed position, matching the 
assurances provided to FIVA, 
since PFOS provides excellent 
protection for workers in the 
chroming industry against known 
carcinogens that, without the 
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spray suppressant, could easily 
be inhaled 
FIVA works with the industry 
on the proposals to ban 

incandescent domestic 
lightbulbs  
 

FIVA has maintained its dialogue 
with the European Lamp 
Companies Federation (ELCF) in 
preparation for an EU Regulation 
intended to ban from sale all 
traditional incandescent domestic 
light bulbs from 2015. FIVA has 
provided ELCF with information 
on bulbs used by historic 
vehicles which ELCF will now 
present to its members in order to 
find a solution to a potential 
problem of either a ban on the 
manufacture of such bulbs or a 
reduction in supply as a result of 
the anticipated regulation. ELCF 
has indicated its clear willingness 
to help achieve a solution 
acceptable to FIVA. 
Imperial units safe 
It is clear from a ‘Proposal for a 
Directive’ published by the 
European Commission early in 
September that it intends to 
abolish the existing limit on the 
use of Imperial units (see recent 
Newsletters) because it is 
appropriate to maintain the 
authorisation to use 
supplementary indications on a 
permanent basis.  This still has to 
be approved by MEPs, but the 
signs are that the battle has been 
won.  

Clamping VED Evaders A 
couple of club magazines had 
picked up a story about over-
zealous NCP staff, working 
under contract to DVLA, 
clamping and then, two days 
after admitting the mistake and 
removing the clamp, seeking to 
take away a SORNed 1970s 
Triumph car that was parked, 
awaiting restoration, apparently 
on private land. The situation 
was saved by a neighbour who 
refused to move his vehicle to   
give the NCP tow truck access. 
FBHVC wrote to NCP seeking 
an assurance that this was a one-
off error, that staff were properly 
trained about the circumstances 
in which they may clamp and 
remove untaxed vehicles and that 
there was no financial incentive 
that might encourage action to 
increase the ‘count’ of clamped 
vehicles. 
The response, from the 
Operations Director of NCP 
Services, explained that the tow 
truck had been booked at the 
time the clamp was applied, but 
(for some reason) had not been 
cancelled when the clamp was 
removed. It also suggested that 
the car in question had one pair 
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of wheels on the public highway 
(which usually includes any 
pavement and/or verge). There 
was re-assurance that NCP places 
great emphasis on getting thing 

right, and a subsequent letter 
confirmed there was no financial 
incentive.  

         Worryingly, though, the letter       

 contained this: Currently we (on   
behalf of DVLA) are unable to  

          enforce against untaxed vehicles  
          that are on private land. It is  
          hoped this will be addressed in    
          forthcoming legislation 

Driving Licences 
I have had feedback from some 
drivers who had lost entitlements 
upon a renewal, usually from age 
70 onwards. They had followed 
the advice given in the last 
Newsletter (to submit an 
application with supporting 
medical certificate) and had 
received an amended licence 
with restored entitlements quite 
promptly. Similar positive 
feedback was obtained from 
drivers who were about to submit 

their renewal and had followed 
the advice.  
At the time of writing we have 
just received a new Consultation 
on the subject of Driving Licence 
Fees. This seems to have been 
triggered by the impending 
renewal in 2008 of the first of the 
10-year Photocard Driving 
Licences. At present DVLA has 
different fees for different 
renewal requirements 
(exchange/endorsement 
removal/loss) and one of the 
objectives seems to be a measure 
of harmonisation. On first 
reading, we believe this is 
unlikely to have special impact 
on historic vehicle owners, but 
we will study the detail and 
respond accordingly..  

                                         
                                        BONNET MASCOTS 

There was a situation recently where a BOVC club members vehicle 
failed MOT, the reason, he said, was solely because of the 
FACTORY FITTED Jaguar Mascot on the bonnet of his 1964 Mk2, he 
spoke to a Manager who referred him to Boucher Road.  
This problem was taken up on his behalf by the AOVC whose 
representatives had a meeting with the Operations Director and 
Technical Policy Manager of DVA re the problems with vehicles 
failing the MOT due to their mascot on the bonnet. 
The MOT in GB is completely different than NI and in GB by law 
they do not have to test as many features of a vehicle and as we 
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pointed out Mascots & Towbars do not feature in the MOT but do 
feature in the MOT here.  It is pointless comparing the two tests. 
 Despite what we were lead to believe previously there has been 
NO change in the law.  Examiners here are required by law to 
satisfy themselves that the vehicle has no attachments that could 
cause injury in an accident, if the vehicle has such attachments it 
will lead to an MOT failure. 
 In this Health & safety age Examiners are probably more 
conscious of their legal obligations than previously so in the past 
where they have passed a vehicle they may now or in the future 
turn it down if they feel the mascot could cause injury. 
 Each Examiner has the freedom to make their own mind up what 
could cause injury and what won’t and that is why a vehicle with a 
mascot could pass this year at a centre and fail the following year if 
a different examiner inspects the vehicle. At the meeting it was 
mentioned that the vehicle that seems to be causing the most 
problems is the MK2 Jaguar and we were informed that this is 
something that Jaguar as a company were aware of when the 
vehicle was launched but then type approval was not compulsory in 
the UK. I asked the question “Does this mean that the owner of a 
Jaguar Mk2 or any other vehicle with a factory fitted mascot or 
emblem can still expect problems when offering their vehicle for 
MOT?” The answer I was given was this “They will definitely face 
problems from time to time as now this matter has been brought 
to their attention (DVA that is) they are writing to all examiners 
reminding them of their legal responsibilities re this. The way it 
was left was if the owner asks themselves the question "If a child is 
thrown over my bonnet in an accident would they be injured?" If 
they think the answer is YES then it is likely their car will FAIL the 
MOT.It is totally irrelevant how many times it has passed before or 
if the mascot was factory fitted.” 
Samuel Spence 
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                                  Classic Charities Committee        
         INDOOR VINTAGE, CLASSIC & SPORTSCAR SHOW 
                                                   At 

Slieve Donard Resort & Spa Newcastle 
Friday 1st February 4pm- 10pm 

Saturday 2nd February 10am- 10pm 
Sunday 3rd February 10am- 6pm 

Admission £5.00  Children under 15 £2.00 
Further information 028 4066 2707 or 028 4376 8572 
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January 29th Club night  meet a rep  from Autoglym 
February 26th Club night A talk by the Consumer Council 
March 25th  Club night A Rep from Michelin Tyres 
March  31st   Annual Table Quiz 
April  12th  Herron Run 
April 29th Club night Meet a manager from  MOT Centre 
May 3rd  May Run 
May 27th Club night Club BBQ 
June  6th  Parade of Old Vehicles in Banbridge 
June 7th   Bronte Run 
June 24th Club outing to a private cinema 
July 19th  TT Run 
July 29th  Club outing to Warrenpoint docks 
August  9th  Stanley Woods Run 
August 26th Club outing to Ten-pin Bowling 
September 27th  End of Season Run 
September 30th Club night speaker to be confirmed 
October 28th  Club meeting and AGM 
November 21st  Club Annual Dinner 
November 25th Club night speaker to be confirmed 
As you are aware there is no club meeting in December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1955 NORMAN TRIALS BIKE 197cc 
8E Villiers engine 4 speed gearbox, with 
trailer 
197cc Villiers barrel and piston 
250cc Villiers barrel and piston 

Phone Frank  077 7429 5398 
TRIUMPH TR6 Stainless Steel exhaust 
system  in good condition 
1974 TRIUMPH TR6 engine and 
gearbox it runs well  
TRIUMPH 2.5P.I. gearbox & overdrive 



TRIUMPH TR6 various small items 
Phone Peter 028 9188 3608  
ITALIAN CAR PARTS Hugh range of 
genuine parts for Fiat- Lancia- Alfa 
Romeo for car ranging from 1970 – 2005  
Phone Frank on 077 6110 2851 or home 
028 9265 1563 or Chris on 077 6337 
4488 
FORD MODEL Y front axle with stub 
ends NEW 
FORD MODEL Y New clutch plate 
Phone Frank  077 7429 5398 
 
MORRIS MINOR 1000  4 brake drums 
(new) phone Billy :- 028 4066 2707 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
WASTE OIL Wanted – can collect 
telephone:- 028 9029 2938  or 077 2414 
3347 
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To those who have made 
contributions to the Magazine 
the editors offer you our 
sincerest thanks. As we have said 
previously it is your magazine 
for your club for your enjoyment 
so please, if asked to ‘do’ an 
article please don’t just walk 
away if everyone were to do that 
there would be no magazine. If 
you are looking for some 
particular part or you have some 
items for sale, why not let us 
have a copy of the items and we 
will put them in print, you never 
know!!! 
The last date to have anything 
placed in the March edition will 
be Wednesday 27th  February 
2008 
 

 New 
items for sale bearing the 
BOVC crest 
Wall plaques       £15.00 
Metal car badges £8.50 
A very keen price for club 
members can be had for Millers 
Oils  
 Millers 250ml VSP+  
 Unleaded additive: £3.50  
 Millers 500ml Diesel 
 Power Plus: £6.50    
     
Phone for all items:- 
Reg Bell   
02897561079 or 07877385835 
or 
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         Joe Evans              
          MOT          Servicing 
PSV         Clutch Fitting 
        Petrol or Diesel 
 

         
223, Moira Road, Lisburn 
        Telephone: 028 9262 1356 
          Mobile: 07802 361411 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	 

